BURKEMOU NTAIN NATURALISTS

Letter of the Month Burns BOG . s

the government announced that it
‘would conduct an “ecosystem"

_review” of Burns Bog. Victoria Otton and
I attended a meeting in Delta to learn
more about this proposal The ecosystem
review will be conducted by the .
Environmental Assessment Office under

the guidance of Greg McDade, a well-

* respected lawyer who formerly worked
with the Sierra Legal Defense Fund.
Despite this, many people remain
suspicious of the announced process - it

- is felt that the government is only looking
for reasons to “divide and quarter Burns
Bog with the result that only the _
undevelopable portions will be “saved”.
Nasty rumours continue to surface that
the PNE and other unnatural wonders
will end up in Burns Bog. The ecosystem
review will be done only on the portion
owned by Delta Fraser Properties (2200

~ hectares) and must be complete by :
December of this year. During this time,

“terms of reference must be adopted and

* consultants hired. The whole process will

' l ust at the beginning of the summer, -

be incredibly rushed. There¢ is insufficient °

time to complete the necessary
hydrologlcal studies which would
obv1ous1y require a minimum of a full
‘year. The timing is complete]y wrong to
’ determine what bird species nest there.
We were told that “the proponent” would

'-hlre and pay for the consultants.

Meanwhile, we were all left wondcring
what had happened to the $23 million
that the provincial government apparently
gave to Delta Western Properties. They
have apparently agreed not to undertake
further development within the bog until '
after December 1, 1999. Hardly '
feassuring! :

.An'EAO website has been set up:

~ http://www.eao.gov.bc,ca Submissions

from the public received only by
September 15 will be given “due
consideration through the review

~ process”. We encourage all BMN

- members to write a brief letter addressed
*" to “The Burns Bog Ecosystem Review”,
c/o Daphne Stancil, Project Assessment.

Officer, Environmental Assessment
Office, PO Box 9 426, Stn. Prov. Govt.,
Victoria, BC V8W 9V1 or fax (250) .
387-2208. Please send a copy of your
letter to The Honorable Joan Sawicki,
Minister of Environment Lands & Parks,

* Rm. 337, Parliament Buildings, Victoria,

BC V8V 1X4 [or fax (250) 387-1356].

In your letter, we suggest that you
state your concerns such as the lack of an
appropriate time frame to conduct a -
thorough study, the global significance of

~ Burns Bog and the ecosystem services it

provides such as a carbon sink for
greenhouse gases and critical wildlife

habitat within the lower mainland for

- species such as the sandhill crane.

Apparently; salmon streams used to flow

_through Burns Bog - their history should
_be investigated and the streams should be

restored. A bog cannot be saved by
setting aside only a small piece.
According to research done by Richard
Hebda, the original size of Burns Bog -

" was much larger than its present size; -
. thus we should be working to set aside

whatever is left. Should anyone have
concerns.about the $23 million of your -
tax dollars that was given to Delta Fraser -
Properties, this might be an appropnate 4
time to put them on paper. =
Thanks again!!
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Mlnl Conservahon Report by Elaine Golds

, ey, it was summer wasn’tit? .-
=38l Our Education/Conservation '
, A Committee tried our best to keep-

our meetings and related paper work to a
minimum. (As a result of such a leisurely
lifestyle, I face September consumed
with guilt for all the worthy projects -

~ temporarily abandoned!) Sunshine filled

the great outdoors but, unfortunately, it
did not stop a number of important issues
- for surfacrng over the weeks of our all-
too-short summer. The good news is that
we head into the fall months with two
‘new, .very promising Environment
Ministers. We are looking forward to
working with Joan Sawicki, the MLA
from New Westminster who is our new
provincial Minister of Environment,
Lands and Parks. Let’s hope she will
‘have an adequate budget to deal with
many, pressing problems. Although, we
- will really miss him in Fisheries &
Oceans, having David Anderson as our
new.federal Minister of Environment is
likely to up our chances of dctually.
getting adequate Endangered Species -

" Legislation tabled in the House of

" Commons sometim'e this fall. -

Proposed Plﬂ‘ Lake Grovel Mme
‘on Olsen Creek

‘ nfortunately, this issue remained
' far from resolution. With
tremendous help from many

BMN volunteers, we put together an -
information sheet, handed it out and
*“placarded” all those who attended the
JuneNDP Convention. This information
sheet (slightly updated) along with
photographs and maps has now been
posted on the internet
(http.216.18.20.136/pitt). The snpport
from our local MLLAs and municipal
councils on this issue has been most
.encouraging. We have recently been
informed that the Ministry of
Environment will oversee an “enhanced
environmental review” of the proposed

gravel mine. Whatever that means, it' s
not the full environmental review under-
the BC Act that we wanted. Our best -
hope may lie with demanding a full

‘review under the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Act which is

likely to be necessary because of the
barge loading facility that would have to
be built at the head of Pitt Lake. Our
display on this issue and handouts will be
available at our September meeting.

'Communmes in Bloom

fs> en the City of Coquitlam
' entered this-contest, a decrs1on
was made to feature the some

of the beautiful natural areas of i
Coquitlam as one aspect. Don and Norma

Gillespie put together a beautiful BMN

- display and, on behalf of BMN, worked .
with the C1ty to puton a good show'

New Developmenf in

. Coquitlam? :
: ummer is not.a good time for
Ry, public hearings but this did not

prevent the City of Coquitlam from

holding two important ones in July and

- August. We made a submission to both

of them - one for the NE Sector and one
for the “Riverwalk” area along the -
Coquitlam River opposite the gravel pits.

‘We expressed our concerns with the
-troubling vagueness of some of the good

features of.the Official Community Plan

for the NE Sector and warned Coquitlam

Council (as well as those present from -

- Port Coquitlam) that we will support no
" more than one more bridge over the

Coquitlam River. BMN is adamantly
opposed to the Riverwalk proposal - this
development would require it's own
bridge, is situated on the ﬂoodplain of the

E Coquitlam R_IVCI‘ and would require

sacrificing clean flowing stréams which

‘are presently critical salmon rearmg

habltat

Interprehve Slgn For Douglas _
Island -

ome of our summer work was
' fun - T had a phone call from the

consultants who wanted our input -
on what flora would be suitable to feature -
on an interpretive sign for Douglas Island
which will be placed just off the Mary .
Hill Bypass. I suggested the white fawn
lilies which our intrepid canoeists had
found blooming in March, 1992 on one
of our first visits to this delightful island.
At that point, the island was under heavy

- threat from development and park status -
- was only a dream. I remember what a

wonderful, welcoming site those lilies .

* were! A quick consult with renowned

“amateur” botanist Terry Taylor

confirmed my suspicions that fawn lilies

are rare in the Lower Mainland. Terry
knows them only from Lighthouse Park,
Whytecliff Park and a small site on. -

~ Sumas Mountain. He was pleased to

learn that we could add Douglas Island to

.the list.

~ Cometo
Treefest 99

Sunday,
~ September 19th at
Riverview
Walks to Finnie’s Garden
in the “Back Yard” led by the
Burke Mountain Naturalists
‘with a Blackberry Tea in
 that area. Artists and musicians
- will display their talents .
' on the grounds.

_ Tree T(')urs/{ r : ’
11:30am, 1pm, 2:30pm, 3pm




Saturday & Sunday, -

August 28/29:

The 3rd Annual Stoltmann :
Ecofest in Whistler. Phone Jarah :

at 729-1284 or email at
stoltmannmusncfestlval@yahoo com
for more info.

Tuesday, August 31at 7:30 pm:
BMN Executive/ Conservation/
Education Committee Meeting at
Karen’s. Since this meeting will be a
catch-up for the entire summer, it’s
likely to be lengthy!

Saturday & Sunday,
September 11th & 12th:

BMN Hike to the Stoltmann Wilderness
Area. Overnight car camping trip to do
some day hikes in the Stoltmann ;
Wilderness area. For more info on
carpooling and times call Ian at -
464-WALK or Mark at 552-0727.

Tuesday, Sept. 14 at 7:30 pm:
The new season kicks off with BMN’s
first fall meeting at, as usual, Como
Lake United Church on the corner of

| Marmont and King Albert Ave in

Coquitlam. Don DeMille will present a -

stunning slide show on Burns Bog. In
the meantime, please help to save this
ecological gem by writing your letter

(see letter of the month on front page.)

Wednesday,

September 15, 7:00 pm:

Lower Seymour Conservation Reserve
Lecture Series - An Historical -
Perspective Of Water Supply In The
Greater Vancouver Area - John Morse,
GVRD Manager of Engineering &
Construction. For more information call
| Roy Jantzenor, Ficus Chan, LSCR
Education Programs at 987-1273 or
Jude Grass, GVRD Parks at 432-5393. .

Saturday, September 18:

Help clean up BC’s Beaches and Rivers.

Spo_nsdréd by the Vancouver Aquarium

- September 26

- phone them if you or your group is
interested in organizing a local event.

Sunday, September 19:

Tree Fest at Riverview: This year will
see a new artsy focus on this annual
festival which enhances local awareness

.of the Riverview Hospital site. Phone

Don (942-7378) if you can volunteer
some time for BMN. We will have our

.. displays out for the public and lead

nature walks in Riverview’s “backyard”.

Sunday, September 19, 4-3 pm:

Spirit of the Salmon Swim Feast at
Pinetree Community Center. $15/$10.

‘Sponsored by the Rivershed Society,

941-1844 for more info.’

“Friday to Sunday,
September, 24 /25 [ 26:

As part of the Rivers Day Weekend, you

. can help to paddle the canoe which will

accompany Fin Donally on his swim

- around Greater Vancouver. $25/ person/
* day. For more info phone 941-1844 or

email cameron@rivershed.bc.ca.

Sunday, September 26:
Coquitlam River Walk sponsored by the
Burke Mountain Naturalists and .
(probably) other groups. Join Don

" Gillespie and others on a public walk to

discover “The Good, the Bad and the

Ugly” along the Coquitlam River corridor.

To make this event a smashing success,
we need volunteers - please phone
Elaine (937-3483) or Don (942-7378).

Sunday,

at Colony Farm:
The Colony Farm Park
Association will sponsor-
a "growing food" event.
BMN will attend with a
display if we have
sufficient volunteers to
cover this and the Rivers
Day event.

Upcommg Events

Thursday evening, October 7:
Tentative date for a workshop on "Slow
(i.e.; sustainable urban) Growth" to be
co-sponsored by BMN, the University .
of Victoria and others. :

Saturday morning, October 9:
Tentative date for the annual local
workshop sponsored by the Rivershed
Society of BC. Probably at Pmetree '
Communlty Center. :

Tuesda it

October 12 at 7:30 pm: :
BMN Monthly Meeting. Guest Speaker:
Rene Savigne returns, this time, to '
present a slide show on “Fossils of BC”.

October 15,16:
BC Environmental Network Fall
Meeting in Vancouver.

Some Saturday in October:

Public Input Session on Managing

_ Vancouver's Drinking Watersheds.

Watch for the ads and please attend!

Sunday, November 7

from 11am to 3pm:

The Hoy Creek Salmon Come Home -
Festival. This year, we really hope the
salmon will come back. If you help with
the BMN display - please phone Elaine.

Tuesday, Nov. 9 at 7:30 pm:
BMN Monthly Meeting. Guest Speaker
will be Marianne Smyth on local bat

~ populations. :




CO|9ny Farm -

as time passes by...

. s s ; M%
A Winter 1962 - Colony Farm with Mary Hill in the backgroun,

d

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formedin .
January 1989 and is a member club of the Federation
of British Columbia Naturalists (F.B.C.N.) ’

Our objectives are:

* to promote the enjoyment of nature

to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of,
our environment

to actively pursue the conservation and
preservation of the natural world. .

to promote the accessibility and maintenance
of natural areas, particularly local areas.

President: .
Jude Grass (520-3706)

Vi-ce President: .
Victoria Otton (937-5379)

Past Piesidqnt: ]
Elaine Golds Phone & Fax (937-3483)

Treasurer: - .
Carole Edwards (420-8822)

Recording Secretary:
Anne Motozono (931-6148)

Members-at-Large:
Al Grass (520-3706)
Joan Spira (931-2730)
Mark Johnston (552-0727)
Gay Mitchell (552-0727)
Karen Beckenbach (939-7204)

F.B.C.N. Directors (1997);
Jude Grass, Mike Griffin (alt.)

Newsletter Editor:
David Mounteney (941-2498)
e-mail dmountne @intergate.bc.ca

Newsletter Design:
- Brigitte Breuer (552-0841) -

" Conservation/ Education Committee:

Chair: Elaine Golds (Conservation)

Chair: Jude Grass (Education)

Recording Secretary: Julie Sigurdson’
Members: Karen Beckenback, Doug Bennie,
Don Gilliespie, Al Grass, Mike Griffin,

Mark Haddock, Ian McArthur, Victoria Otton

B.M.N. Publications:
* monthly newsletter, except July.
¢ bird brochures:
<+ Colony Farm -
- DeBoville Slough
- Minnekhada Reg. Park and area

¢ plant brochures:
- Colony Farm
- DeBoville Slough

e trail maps: -
- Burke Mountain
- Widgeon Valley

¢ Burke Mountain-Widgeon Valley-
Pinecone Lake Park Proposal flyer

 Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park
System, by Christine Hanrahan; 1994, .
121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library

 Our Backyard Wilderness, )
A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock,
1992, 23pgs. plus Appendices, available at
Coquitlam Poirier. Library :

* Natural History Brochures
- Miller Park Ravine
- DeBoville Slough

. The Deadline for the Sépteinber Newsletter is Sunday Sept. 5th.




