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BURKE MOUNTAH\I N

BMN is On the Web

Be sure to add our new website
(http://www.bmn.be.ca) to your
bookmarks the next time you log -
on. It contains information about
the club (more will be added in
the future) and a useful calendar
of upcoming BMN events,
including hikes and other
outings. We are grateful to/BMN
member Gerry Shaw for setting
up this clean and elegant site.

Thanks to our Volunteers:

nquestionably, the very best thing about
g l | BMN is its members. We are really

fortunate in having so.many committed
naturalists who are willing to volunteer their time
and expertise on behalf of the club. Last spring,
BMN invited the public on two guided nature
walks. The first one, which followed the Shoreline
Trail in Port Moody, was led by expert birder Larry
Cowan. Larry was ably assisted by Gay Mitchell,
David Mounteney, Kiyoshi and Minako Takahashi,
lan McArthur, Carole Edwards, Mike Griftin and
Steve Godenir. In early June, Mike Griftin (aka
“Mr. Mike”) led a number of impressed guests on a
morning walk along the dyke at DeBoville Slough.
Mike was joined by some family members (wife
Marjorie, daughter Susan and grandson Maxwell),
along with other BMN members Anne Holt, Dave
and Gill Richardson, Carole Edwards, Roger
Smith, Alice Noton, Rozanne Thomson, Don
Gillespie and George Innes.

Kiyoshi Takahashi has been particularly busy
this summer (and so, consequently has his wife
Minako). Kiyoshi and Minako spent the better part
of two months visiting and re-visiting Minnekhada,
Pacific Spirit, Belcarra, Widgeon, Sasamat, etc, etc,
trying to find quiet spots to record bird songs that

. he will compile on BMN’s first CD (which will be
available in time for Christmas gift-giving). In
addition to this'work, Kiyoshi could be found
regularly down at Rocky Point around 6am most
mornings where he monitored the purple martin
nestboxes for activity. When the baby birds were
approximately 11 days old, Kiyoshi banded them -

(with the help of Liz Thunstrom, Gerry and Verena
Shaw, lan McArthur, Don Gillespie, Ruth Foster,
and the donation of boat and skippering from Rod
MacVicar). Kiyoshi has promised to give us an
update on the purple martins at obr OL[ObCI
meeting. ¥

B&B Raffle i

Members and guests attending our June dub
meeting were treated to an impromptu rattle for
one nighl’s accommodation for two at Fernwood

- Guest House in Tsawwassen. The proprietors of ®.

this B&B had donated this gift to the clubgas a
means of introducing themselves to birders and’
other naturalists. To be scrupulously fair, we had
Christina Johnston perform the draw. Christina is
only about 3 years old, and her parents claim she
can’t read. Nonetheless, she managed to draw her
own name out of the hat! We look forward to

-“hearing Christina’s report on her sightings at Reifel

and Boundary Bay.

HELP WANTED:

Many of the Purple Martin nest boxes at.Rocky
Point are in the last stages of decay, and desperately
need to be replaced by next February. We have
detailed instructions on what dimensions the new
boxes should be, but we don’t have anybody who
has the time to build them. Is there anyone out
there looking for a constructive (1) pastime this
winter? Does anyone know a source for unplaned,
unfinished (possibly salvaged) cedar? If so, please
call Kiyoshi Takahashi @ 604-464-3573.

' 'Sundag Sept. 28, 11am - 4pm:

ATURALISTS

Announcements:

Tuesday, Sept. 9 at 7:30 pm:

BMN kICkS oﬁ the tall season with our first

-monthly meeting. Guest Speaker, Dr. Rob Butler on

“The Web of Life on the Jade Coast” (see website

. for more info)

Saturday September 13th:

"BMN Hike to Mount Ford - Mt. Ford rises above

the Chilliwack River Valley, and its summit, the
one-time site of a Forest Service lookout, offers
fine views noith to the Lucky Four Range and
south to Mount Slesse and other border pe'll\s On
this moderately strenuous crossover hike, we will:
not only climb to the sumrit but also walk a
portion of the adjoining ridge, utilizing a jeep road
and the Williams Ridge Trail to access and descend
from the ridge. Round trip distance is approx.

14 km (8.5 ml), elevation gain is 1006 m (3300 ft).
Carpool from the Toys R Us Park & Ride at 8:00
am. Return 6:00 pm.

September 13-21:

Gleat Canadian Shoreline Cleanup: Note, for this

* year only, we decided to forego BMN participation

in this event due to'a numbeliof other obligations
on the part of our active volunteers. If other groups
are organizing events, we encourage BMN
members to lend them a helping hand.

Tuesday, Sept.16 at 7:15:

BMN EducauonsConselvqllon Meeting at Elaine’s.

Sunday, Sept. 21, 11am - 4 pm:
TreeFest at Rwemew We will need BM
volunteers at our booth, possibly at Finnies and lo
help Don with walks to Riverview’s wonderful
backyard areas.

. Tuesday, Se NPtember 23 at 7:15;

BMN Execuuve eeting at Victoria’s.

Celebrate BC River’s qu by joining B for a
walk on the Pitt River Dykes as part of PoCo’s

~ Rivers and Trails Festival at Peace Park in Port

Coquitlam. The park is near the intersection of the
Mary Hill Bypass and Coast Meridian Road. Walk
with time TBA. For info call lan (604-464-9255).

Saturdax, Oct. 4, 10 am to noon: "

Join us for a Nature Walk to DeBoville Slough.

- This nature walk will be advertised to the

community at large'and will be used as a
promotional tour to point out how DeBoville
Slough would benefit from the formation of a
Sloughkeepers Group. BMN members who can
assist with the nature walk are asked to call Elaine.
Please join us also for the meeting on Oct. 9.

Monday, Oct. 6 at 7:30 pm:

The BMN Children’s Nature Guide Subcommittee

meets at Carolyn’s.



- Continuing from page | -

Thursday evening, October 9:
Join us for an information session on DeBoville
Slough and an invitation to help us start a
Sloughkeeper Group. Dogpatch Hall in Coqunlam
More del'uls in September newsletter.

Tuesday, Oct.14 at 7:30 pm:
BMN Mont Iy Meeting at Como Lal\e United
Church, Coquitlam. Guest Speaker will be Otto

Langer from the David Suzuki Foundation who will

speak about lhe dangers of farmed salmon.

Saturday, October 25:

Tentative new d'lle for a FarmFolk/CityFolk full
day workshop on developing a plan for the -
1ema1mng agricultural areas at Colony Farm. May
be held in the HEY building at Riverview. Watch
September newsletter for confirmation.

October 24-26;

Council of Canadians Annual General Meeting in
Vancouver. Their most recent newsletter featured an
in memoriam tribute to our much-missed Joan
Spira, The CoC is a great watchdog group for inter-
national trade issues. Appalenlly, considération is
being given to approving a “supremacy clause” for
the WTO which would allow the WTO to override
all environmental agreements under international
law! Sounds absolutely outrageous, doesn’t it?

Take Action!

“All that is required for evil to flourish is for
good men to do nothing.” Attributed to
Edmund Burke (1727-1797), noted
Irish/British statesman and for whom Burke
Mountain (and hence our Society) is named.

Letter to the Edltor

Burke Mountain Naturalist
Newsletter

RE: Blackberries and Wildlife

I would like to pass on three quotations from the -
United Kingdom website

http.www. bbc. co. uk/nalune/pl'mls/calendm/sep html
Item is titled: Wild Blackberry - )
a)“...from a wildlife point of view, there is very
little that can beat the humble blackberry...”
b)*“...bramble flowers are among the best for bees
and butterflies.:.”

c)“...the thorny stems provide ideal nesllnt7 sites for

robins, wrens, and other garden birds. .

The author does add that blackberry needs to be
managed.

Western Tiger Swallowtail nectaring on Himalayan Blackberry.
Photo by Al Grass.

‘Mini Educdtioh-Conservation Report

by Elaine Golds

) e tried to keep meetings (o a minimum
over the summer so that we all had time
to get out and-enjoy the great outdoors.

For a new Eco-Discovery and lnlelpl etive Signage
“Unveiling Event at Rocky Point in Port Moody on
July 20, we set up our BMN display featuring
Kiyoshi’s photography. and member’s spotting
scopes at the end of the pier so that people could
view and learn more about the nesting purple mar-
tins and.osprey (who had day-old chicks). As well,
we led a short nature walk to view the new signage,
on which some of us had helped with the wording
(om input, unfortunately, did not prevent all
errors). Thanks very much (o Victoria Otton,
Kiyoshi, Minako and Nina Takahashi, Niall
Williams and Carolyn Burr for volunteering for
this sunny event. On a beautiful evening in early
August, Kiyoshi and Rod McVicar invited a few
BMN members on board to help them band some
of the juvenile martins. Thanks especially to Liz
Thunstrom for her banding expertise and Kiyoshi
for some impressive climbs from boat to boxes as
well as Victoria Otton, Ruth Foster, Jerry and
Verena Shaw.

A new bylaw in Port Moody requires develop-
ers (o consult with environmental stakeholders
prior to public hearings. The goal is to foster com-
munication early in the process so that our input -
can lead to positive changes. This resulted in a
couple of meetings over the summer regarding
development proposals on the old IPSCO lands
and upper Noons Creek. We also had a mini-plant
salvage on Upper Noons Creek at which Don
Gillespie and Niall Williams collected some, trilli-
um, ferns, huckleberry and one very large devil’s
club for Finnies Garden at Riverview and the

Maple Creek corridor. A larger plant salvage will
be held at a later date...we will try to provide
advance notice to BMN members.

We were delighted that contractors for the Mary
Hill'Bypass Bridge agreed to hold off their work
until the four young barn owls had all fledged in
early July. In contrast, on very short notice, a
mowing program for the wildlife and integrated
management areas was announced for Colony
Farm Regional Park. Ditch cleaning will also take
place. We have requested a meeting with Park staff
to provide input and express our concerns. Watch
our September newsletter for an update.

Al a Public Hearing in Coquitlam regarding a
development proposal on the west side of the Cog.
River (Hockaday), we and the Coquitlam River
Watershed Society asked for the proposal (o be
modified so that development and infilling would
not be allowed on the floodplain of the Coqunllam
River. We were disappointed that Planning Staft
failed to indicate the location of the top of bank of
the River on their plans and did not insist on an
adequate setback. Also, on behalf of BMN, I sub-
mitted detailed comments on Coquitlam’s new
stormwater management guidelines. The Como
Creek Watershed and we will meet with Planning
staff in late September (o discuss our concerns.
This will be a bit “after the fact” as the new guide-
lines have now been adopted by the City.

At a meeting in July, our Children’s Nature

- Guide subcommittee finalized the format for the.

20-page guide. All contributors have been asked to

submit revised text by the end of August. Sites to

be highlighted in the guide include DeBoville

Slough, Hyde Creek Corridor, Colony Farm,

Coquuhm River Corridor, Mundy Park, Shoréline
Park, Belcarra Park and Burnaby Lake.

The Burke Mountain, Naturalists was formed in
January 1989 and is a member club of the
Federation of British Columbia Naturalists (FB.C.N.)
BMN is a registered non-profit Society with
charitable income status.

Our objectives are:

* (o promote the enioymen( of nature

* to foster an interest in, and an applecmllon of,
our environment

* to actively pursue the conservation and
preservation of the natural world

. * to promote the accessibility and maintenance

of natural areas, particularly local areas.

President:
Victoria Otton (604.937.5379)
votton@sfu.ca

Vice i’rcsident:
Cleone Todgham (604.931.1781)

Past President:
Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Phone & F.’n)
egolds@sfu.ca

Treasurer & Membership:
Carole Edwards (604.420.8822)
caroleedwards @shaw.ca

Recording Secretary:

Members-at-Large:
Carolyn Burr (604.464.7506)
Anne Holt (604.936.4108)
Al & Jude Grass (604.520.3706)
Mark Johnston (604.552.0727)
Liz Thunstrom (604.939.9571)

F.B.C.N. Directors:
" Jude Grass (604.520.3706),
Mike Griffin (alt.)

Newsletter Editor:
David Mounteney (604.941.2498) "
e-mail burkemtnman @shaw.ca

Newsletter Dul;,n
. Brigitte Breuer (604. 552 084I)

" Education/Conservation Commlttcc :

Chair: Elaine Golds
Recording Secretary: Joan Spira
Members: Don Gillespie, Mike Griffin,
lan McArthur, Victoria Otton

BMN Publications: :

* Monthly Newsletter, except July

Natural History Brochures

- Miller Park Ravine

- DeBoville Slough

- Exploring the Riverview Lands
- Coquitlam River Corridor

°

Bird Brochures:

- Colony Farm

- DeBoville Slough :

- Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area

Plant Brochures:

- Colony Farm

- DeBoville Slough
Trail Maps:

- Burke Mountain .
- Widgeon Valley

Burke Mountain-Widgeon Valley-
Pmewnc Lake Park Proposal flyer

Wlldhfe Inventory of the Shoreline ]’ark
System, by Christine Hanrahan et al, 1994,

121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library
Our Backyard Wilderness, ;

A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock,

1992, 23pgs. plus Appendices, available at
Coquitlam Poirier Library )
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