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BURKE MOUNTAIN NATURALISTS

Best Summer Ever for Rock

by Elaine Golds

hanks to Kiyoshi Takahashi and his intrepid
I crew of volunteers, the purple martins at Rocky

Point have undergone a population explosion!
If these birds have a few more successful summers
like this one at locations throughout the province, it
should only be a matter of a few years before we can
expect to see them removed from the provincial
“species at risk” list. We are truly indebted to the
BMN volunteers who have helped with this project at
Rocky Point but most especially to Kiyoshi Takahashi
who has devoted so much of his attention this summer
to the purple martins. Often, Kiyoshi’s days would
begin at 4 am so that he could be at Rocky Point by
4:30 am to start his observations as soon as the birds
began their daily activities. Starting in late April,
Kiyoshi averaged over 20 hours a month at Rocky
Point over the summer.

This summer, Kiyoshi was successful in recording
the dawn call of the purple martin — apparently the
first time ever it has been recorded. Volunteers at
Rocky Point counted a record-breaking 17 nesting
pairs with a total of 70 nestlings for 2004. As of
August 12, most young birds had fledged and were
flying, at the very least, a short distance from their
boxes. Many of them were leaving the site and
travelling to nearby water bodies. This is the time of

year that purple martins are sometimes observed flying
over the Pitt River and Colony Farm so they may be
checking out potentially new territories. Purple
martins usually leave their breeding grounds between
late August and mid September and begin their long
migration to South America.

Bruce Couzens, who is in charge of BC’s Purple
Martin Project reports that the provincial population of
purple martins is growing rapidly. Since last year,
there has been an increase of over 50% (from just
under 200 pairs to well over 300 pairs) and a similar
increase in nestlings (from around 750 fledglings last
year to well over 1000 fledglings this year). Bruce
speculates that this is due not only to the active
volunteer nest box program throughout the southern
coastal areas of BC but also favourable weather
conditions which have allowed a critical mass of
breeding adults to successfully raise young. He notes
that, if post-fledging, migration and overwinter
survival are as good or better than average, there will
be many more martins than previously looking for.nest
sites next year. Consequently, there will be an urgent
need to make improvements to some of the neglected
colony sites as well ‘as adding more boxes to'sites
actively in use.

Kiyoshi would like to rearrange the boxes at Rocky
Point to make them easier to access for cleaning and
banding of juveniles and hopes to get this project
completed in the fall. In addition, some of the older
boxes need to be replaced. Kiyoshi has already
approached people at Centennial High School to
construct boxes with funds from BMN to purchase
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supplies (this is‘a project we are delighted to support!).
Kiyoshi will continue to need many volunteers to
carry out this project and notes that he would
especially like someone else to undertake the climbing
expeditions to the nest boxes which are done from a
boat on a high tide. Despite the quiet waters and
steady hand of the captain, this is always a somewhat
precarious job!

Apparently, the martins prefer the boxes located
lower down in the stack where they feel more
protected from predators. This behavior apparently
contrasts witp that of the eastern purple martins which
favour the uppermost holes for nesting. At any rate,
now that human activity has extensively modified the
shoreline in southern BC, martins will forever
continue to depend on people to supply them with
boxes in their favorite'sites on the tidal flats.
Consequently, we must continue to look upon the nest
boxes at Rocky Point as one of our on-going BMN
projects.

I am not sure that I have a complete list of
volunteers but our collective thanks also goes out to
Charlene Wood, Roy Teo, Don Gillespie, Lori and
Deborah Austin, Josh and Lin Inman, Hilary Maguire,
Gerry and Verena Shaw, Liz Thunstrom, Nina Chen,
Caelan Griffith, Devon from Wildlife Rescue, Ian
McArthur, Barry ?, Dave Schutz, and Darren Murray.
Once again, Rod MacVicar kindly provided his boat,
the Medusa 2, for the two banding sessions. John
Foster captained the boat on one of these evening and
first mate, July Pilon, provided great help for both the
volunteers and John.

Banding Data, July 30, 2004 - Rocky Point

Member: John Foster (skipper), Josh and Lin Inman, Judy Pilon, Caelaﬁ, Charlene, Liz
Thunstrom, Roy Teo (WRA), Devon (WRA), Nina Chen and Kiyoshi Takahashi

Dolphin # Box # Details Total nestlings banded
02 2 New box ) 5
5 Box was by accident, recovered all birds. 4
01 2 New box 4
4 " 5
1 2 Old box, 1996 4
7 New box 4
2 3 Osprey nestlings hatched, but at 4-5
weeks old, they were lost (BAEA?)
3 1 New box 3
4 New box, 4 babies 4-5 days old (too young to band)
6 New box 5
8 $ 2
4 7 New box 4
‘ 8 ¥ 5
10 G 4
11 4 babies, too young to band -
12 New box 5
14 v 4
15 £ 4
Total 17 boxes used 62 banded
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Announcements;

. .
Sunda¥, Aug. 29, 7pm-midnight:
The GAIA Project, Sierra Club of Canada presents an
evening of live music (flute, vocals and guitar) plus
guest speakers from Bolivia and El Salvador who will
describe local initiatives on environmental and social
justice issues. At the Carousel Theatre, 1411
Cartwright Street (next to Granville Island Brewery).
Admission by donation. For more info, contact Gail at
604-720-5636.

]
Frldaz’, September 3 at 7 pm:
“Free public lecture and coffee house with folk music
at A Rocha Ecology Center in Surrey. This “Christians
in Conservation” Group invites you to hear Paul
Kariya from the Pacific Salmon Foundation talking
about human values and Pacific salmon. To be
followed by folk music and refreshments. The A Rocha
Ecology Center is at 512 172nd Street Surrey. For
more information, phone 604-542-9022 or email
canada@arocha.org. To reach the Center, take 176th
Street south, turn right at 8th Avenue and then left on
to 172nd. Proceed for about 1-2 “blocks”. The A Rocha
Center is on the left with plenty of parking and
charming grounds on the Campbell River.

Thursdag, Segtember 9at7 pm:
Friends of DeBoville Slough meet at the Pinetree
Community Center. A constitution for the new society

- will be discussed. All those interested in the future of
the Slough are welcome. Contact Elaine for more info..

Saturday, September 11:

BMN Hike. Mount Ford rises above the Chilliwack
River Valley and its summit, the one-time site of a
Forest Service lookout, offers fine views north to the
Lucky Four Range and south to Mount Slesse and the
border peaks. On this moderately strenuous crossover
hike, we will not only climb to the summit but also
walk a portion of the adjoining ridge, utilizing a jeep
road and the Williams Ridge Trail to access and
descend from the ridge. Round trip distance is
approximately 14 km (8.8 mi); elevation gain is 1006 m
(3300 ft). Meet at 8:00 am. Return 6:00 pm. For more
info or to arrange car-pooling, contact Ian at 604-464-
9255 or imcart @telus.net.

Saturday, Sept. 11, 10am - 3pm:
VanCity Credit Union hosts their first family
“Environmental Day” at Lafarge Lake in Town Centre
Park, Coquitlam. For further information, contact
Nadine Donais at 604-877-7551. Local groups,
including BMN, will attend with displays and
activities. If you can volunteer for the BMN “booth”,
please contact Elaine. Signs will be posted along
Pinetree to direct people to the event.

September 11-19:

The Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup sponsored by
the Vancouver Aquarium and the TD Friends of the
Environment Foundation. We encourage you to join
volunteers across Canada to help clean up our rivers
and shorelines. Unfortunately, with TreeFest, a hike
and the VanCity event already planned, BMN is too
busy to participate with a group project within this
rather restricted time frame. For further information,

contact 1-877-427-2422 or visit
www.vanaqua.org/cleanup for more information.

Tuesday, Sept. 14 at 7:30 pm:
BMN?’s first meeting of the fall season at Como Lake
United Church on the comer of King Albert Avenue and
Marmont Street in Coquitlam. Guest speaker will be Bill
Henwood from Parks Canada who will present a slide
show on the proposed Southern Strait of Georgia National
Marine Conservation Area. Bill will also provide an
update on the new Gulf Islands National Park Reserve.
BMN “Take Five” presenters will be announced later. We
encourage you to bring a donation for the Food Bank
which can be left at the door.

Sunday, Sept. 19, 11am - 4 pm:
The Annual TreeFest at Riverview sponsored by the
City of Coquitlam and the Riverview Horticultural
Centre Society. This year’s event will celebrate the
100th Anniversary of the Dedication of the Riverview
Lands for Mental Health. Heritage Tree walks through
western Canada’s oldest and most outstanding
arboretum will be held at 11am, noon, 1, 2 and 3 pm
leaving from under the Ailanthus Tree (Tree of heaven)
on the downhill side of the HEY, i.e., Henry Esson
Young Building. A BMN backyard walk led by Don
Gillespie will leave from the Library door (uphill side)
of HEY at 11:30am. A BMN Naturescape Walk
through Finnie’s Garden will take place at 2:30 pm
starting in the lawn area of Finnie’s. A Heritage
Building walk led by local architect, Ron Simpson (not
Don Luxton as previously advertised), will depart at
1:30 pm from uphill side of HEY. Blackberry Tea will
be served at Finnie’s with bus transport provided from
HEY. To make this a successful event, many volunteers
are needed!! If you wish to help, please contact Terri
Madaisky (RHCS) at 604-942-3655.

Tuesday, Sept. 21 at 7:15 pm:
BMN Education-Conservation Committee meets at
Elaine’s. With summer coming to an end, it’s time to
roll up our sleeves and tackle our projects and issues.
The energy provided having some new members on this
Committee would be hugely appreciated — phone Elaine
if you want to get more involved.

Sunday, September 26.

BC Rivers Day. Watch local papers for community
events or check the September BMN newsletter for
details. BMN is likely to be out there somewhere with
our displays, children’s activities and nature walks.

Tuesday, Sept. 28 at 7:15 pm:

BMN Executive Meeting. Place will be decided at our
August 24 meeting.

Tuesday, October 5:

The 8th Annual Spirit of Community Awards and Taste
of the Tri-Cities will be held this year at the Executive
Plaza Hotel, 405 North Road, Coquitlam. Nominations
for a variety of community volunteer awards including
the Environment Award must be submitted to the
Society for Community Development, Fernwood
Lodge, 2601 Lougheed Highway, Coquitlam V3C 4J2
by September 24. Check out for more details
www.societyforcommunitydevelopment.

Como Lake Environment Festival was Fun

by Elaine Golds
e had delightful weather and a most
s ’s/ pleasant day on June 6 at the Como Lake
Environment Festival. Some of our BMN
artists, Doug Charles and Kiyoshi Takahashi,
displayed their work next to our BMN booth so we
were in a good position to enjoy their stunning
watercolours and photography! Thanks to Ian
McArthur for his presentation on low-impact, safe
hiking in local areas. The volunteers who attended
our display included Norma & Don Gillespie, Anne
Holt, Victoria Otton as well as Mike & Marjorie

Griffin. We launched our new Como Lake bird
checklist at this event and are pleased to include a
copy with this newsletter. As predicted, it wasn’t long
before the checklist became outdated! Pam Zevit has
already added 2 species, the western meadowlark and
barred owl. Since, we didn’t print a lot of copies of
the original checklist, it shouldn’t be too long before
we can begin to circulate updated copies. If you have
additional species to add, please submit them to
Victoria Otton as soon as possible.

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in
January 1989 and is a member club of the
Federation of British Columbia Naturalists (FB.C.N.)
BMN is a registered non-profit Society with
charitable income status.

Our objectives are:

to promote the enjoyment of nature

to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of,
our environment

to actively pursue the conservation and
preservation of the natural world

to promote the accessibility and maintenance
of natural areas, particularly local areas.

President:
Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Phone & Fax)
egolds@sfu.ca

Vice President:
Tan McArthur (604.464.9255) imcart @telus.net

Past President:
Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton @sfu.ca

Treasurer & Membership:
Carole Edwards (604.420.8822)
caroleedwards @shaw.ca

Recording Secretary:
Lori Austin (604.464.7415)

Members-at-Large:
Carolyn Burr (604.464.7506)
Cleone Todgham (604.931.1781)
Anne Holt (604.936.4108)
Al & Jude Grass (604.219.2043)
Mark Johnston (604.552.0727)
Liz Thunstrom (604.939.9571)

E.B.C.N. Directors:
Jude Grass (604.219.2043), Mike Griffin (alt.)

Newsletter Editor:
David Mounteney (604.941.2498)
e-mail burkemtnman @shaw.ca

Newsletter Design:
Brigitte Breuer (604.552.0841)

Education/Conservation Committee:
Chair: Elaine Golds
Recording Secretary: Linda Asgeirsson
Members: Don Gillespie, Mike Griffin,
Ian McArthur, Victoria Otton

BMN Publications:
* Monthly Newsletter, except July

¢ Natural History Brochures
- Miller Park Ravine
- DeBoville Slough
- Exploring the Riverview Lands
- Coquitlam River Corridor

Bird Brochures:

- Colony Farm

- DeBoville Slough

- Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area

Plant Brochures:
- Colony Farm
- DeBoville Slough

Trail Maps:

- Burke Mountain Map & Widgeon Valley
Map

Burke Mountain-Widgeon Valley-
Pinecone Lake Park Proposal flyer

Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park
System, by Christine Hanrahan et al, 1994,
121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library
Our Backyard Wilderness,

A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock,
1992, 23pgs. plus Appendices, available at
Coquitlam Poirier Library

Visit our website: www.bmn.bc.ca
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