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View from my porch,
Summer 2006 ...........

ne of the advantages of a spell of forced
Oidleness is the chance to watch and listen

for longer periods of time than are
usually available in our busy schedules. This
summer, the wildlife viewing from my back
porch has been amazing. Since July 15th, there
have been nighthawks almost every night over
the lake and over the house; they always seem to
travel in a north-easterly direction from here.
One of the surprising things, to me, is that they
simply appear and then disappear, making you *
think “were they really there at all?”

The ospreys call and give impressive aerial
displays in the sky over Como Lake, this year
soaring in spirals, apparently for pure
enjoyment. [ have seen hawks and eagles do
this, but never ospreys.

Families of chickadees, both black-capped and
chestnut-backed, Downy and Hairy
woodpeckers, Bush tits, Flickers, towhees and
jays have frequented the feeders, and it is
fascinating to watch the youngsters go from
dependency to increasingly adventurous
behaviours. The Hairy woodpeckers each appear
to bring one fledgling at a time. On July 20th, I
noticed two adult juncos with a fledgling that
was begging to be fed. Three days after, he was
on his own, looking rather bedraggled, as was
the young Downy. I have never had Juncos
around at this time before, although two years
ago we found a nest, which was subsequently
abandoned. The robins were less successful,
losing two hatches to crows, which seemed
particularly abundant this summer. The pond has
been much used by feathered bathers as well.
One of the most unusual experiences was having
a jay, two black-capped and one chestnut backed
chickadee, a hummingbird and a large dragonfly
ALL on the clothesline at once! What a picture it
would have made...

The highlight however, was the skunk family -
mother and three babies, who emerged from
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underneath the garden shed at dusk to
play and forage! Interestingly there was
no odour and if they saw us, they dived
for cover in their den. On two occasions
they became a little too curious but loud
clicks sent them scurrying. The babies
were very playful both with each other
and whatever they could find - fern
fronds, an old soccer ball and the hose!
Sadly they have also now left to seek
their fortunes, but hopefully mother will be back
next year. The snails in the garden now seldom
are seen below knee height so the skunks have
repaid the gardener for their residence.

In the years this garden has been maturing, I
have never had such a wealth of wildlife using it
as a haven. I wonder if perhaps with less activity
and “cleaning up”, they have felt more
comfortably at home? It has been a lesson to me
that there is a good side to everything!
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A torii constructed by Niall Williams now stands in Finnie’s
Garden, on Riverview grounds, Coquitlam.
Photo by Kiyoshi Takahashi

An osprey family is roosting on its regular dolphin above the
Purple martin nest boxes near Port Moody. Photo by Kiyoshi
Takahashi.

Our Club Hosts
FBCN Fall
General Meeting,
Sept. 29 - October 1

- WHEN? The last weekend in September.
WHERE? The Coquitlam Best Western Inn
& Convention Centre on North Rd.
WHAT? The Fall General Meeting of the
Federation of BC Naturalists!

Naturalists from all over the province will
be congregating in Coquitlam for a weekend
of workshops, tours, banqueting, socializing
and fun. Don’t miss this opportunity to meet
a great bunch of people and to showcase our
club and natural areas in our community!

If you haven’t already registered, it’s not
too late, but do it soon. For registration info,
see the BMN website (www.bmn.bc.ca) or
call Jude Grass at 604-538-8774." To
volunteer, please contact Anne Holt
(604.936-4108) or Rozanne Thompson
(604-421-5292).
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Announcements:

August 17- September 15:

Insects in the City — Paintings and Insect Art by
Tiko Kerr. At the Amelia Douglas Gallery, 4th
Floor, Douglas College, 700 Royal Ave., New
Westminster. Gallery Hours 10am-7:30pm M-F,
Saturday 11am-4 pm. Reception - September 7
from 4-7pm. :

Saturday, September 2 at 9 am:

Join Larry Cowan and VNHS members for a
birding trip to DeBoville Slough and Minnekhada
Regional Park. Meet at the intersection of Victoria
and Cedar Drives in Port Coquitlam (entrance to
DeBoville Slough). Contact Larry at 604-465-1402
or lawrencecowan@shaw.ca.

Saturday, Sept. 9th, 9 am-Noon:

Join the Friends of DeBoville Slough and The
Burke Mtn. Naturalists for a Japanese Knotweed
removal workparty. Come out and enjoy a morning
of exercise for a good cause. Meet at Cedar Drive
and Victoria Drive. For more information contact
David Mounteney @ 604-941-2498 or email
burkemtnman@shaw.ca.

Sunday, September 10:
BMN Hike to Levette and Hut Lakes. Contact Ian
McArthur or Mark Johnston for details.

Tuesday, Sept.12 at 7:30 pm:

BMN will kick off the fall season with a monthly
meeting at Como Lake United Church, corner of
King Albert Ave. and Marmont Street in
Coquitlam. Guest speaker will be Holly Middleton
from SFU on American dippers. Take Five
presentation by Victoria Otton on the history of
BMN (as will be presented to the FBCN FGM at
the end of the month).

Wednesday, Sept. 13 at 7 pm:
Colony Farm Park Association meeting at GVRD
Parks Avalon office.

Friday, September 15:

Deadline to submit comments to GVRD regarding
their proposed program to use biosolids (i.e., from
sewage) as a fuel source to generate energy. For
more information, see www.gvrd.bc.ca/sewerage/
plans.htm or phone 604-432-6200

Friday, Sept.15 from noon-1 pm:
Douglas College, New Westminster. Public Lecture
on the Biological Control of Insect Pests.

September 16-24:
The Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup. Given that
September is a very busy month for us, we will not

host a shoreline cleanup. Instead, we encourage our
members to join another group to help with a
riparian cleanup.

Sunday, Sept, 17, 12-5 pm:

13th Annual TreeFest on the Riverview Hospital
Grounds. Please join us this year for a variety of
events on the spectacular grounds. Blackberry tea
will be served in Finnie’s Garden — come and see the
recent landscaping. This year, this will be a book
signing by John Vailland, author of the prize-winning
“Golden Spruce”. As'always, volunteers are needed
to make this day a success. Please contact Norma or
Don Gillespie (604-942-7378) if you can help even
for an hour or two. The Young Naturalists will hold a
Tree Walk to be led by Norma.

Tuesday, September 19 at 7:15 pm:

BMN Education-Conservation Committee meets at
Elaine’s. Any BMN member interested in assisting
with some of the issues and events we tackle is
most welcome to attend.

Thursday, September 21 at 7 pm:

Friends of DeBoviile Slough meet at the Pinetree
Community Centre. New members always
welcome!

Sunday, Sept. 24, 12-4 pm:

Join BMN, the City of Port Coquitlam and others
to celebrate BC Rivers Day at Peace Park (next to
Kebet Way off the Mary Hill Bypass) along the Pitt
River in Port Coquitlam. BMN will lead a nature
walk at 1 pm along the dike.

Tuesday, Sept. 26 at 7:15 pm:

BMN Executive meeting at Cleone’s.

Thursday, September 28-Sunday, October 1: BMN
hosts the Fall General Meeting of the Federation of
BC Naturalists. See BC Nat for details. Many
volunteers will be needed to make this a successful
event. Please help us to showcase the natural
wonders of Coquitlam and surrounding areas to
naturalists from all over BC. Contact Victoria Otton
ASAP if you can help.

November 12 from 11am-3 pm:

Join BMN and other stewardship groups at the
annual Hyde Creek Salmon Festival in the Hyde
Creek Recreation Centre at 1379 Laurier Street in
Port Coquitlam.

Remember to visit the Coquitlam Farmers Market
to support local agriculture and purchase delicious
BC-grown food. Sundays at the Dogwood
Pavillion parking lot (off Winslow near Poirier
Street) from 9 am — | pm until October 29 or
Wednesday evenings in the IKEA Parking Lot
from 3 pm — 7 pm until September 13.

Renew your Membership Now!

-

Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership

U Individual Membership ($25.00/year)

U Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year).

QO Group Membership ($30.00/year)

Please include all first names
and indicate which are children

Name(s):

Address: :
City: Postal Code:

Telephone: E-mail:

Send your completed membership form to:

Burke Mountain Naturalists, P.O. Box 52540, R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4

This newsletter is printed on Genesis paper, 100% post consumer, deinked & 100% Eco Certified.

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in
January 1989 and is a member club of the
Federation of British Columbia Naturalists (EB.C.N.)
BMN is a registered non-profit Society with
charitable income status.

Our objectives are:

e to promote the enjoyment of nature

¢ to foster an interest in, and an
appreciation of,our environment

* to actively pursue the conservation and
preservation of the natural world

e to promote the accessibility and maintenance
of natural areas, particularly local areas.

President:
Tan McArthur (604.939.4039) imcart@telus.net
Vice President:
Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca
Past President:
Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Phone & Fax)
egolds@sfu.ca
Treasurer & Membership:
Carole Edwards (604.420.8822)
caroleedwards@shaw.ca
Recording Secretary:
Caelan Griffiths (604.872.1193)
Members-at-Large:
Anne Holt (604.936.4108)
Mark Johnston (604.552.0727)
Barbara Sherman (604.939.6511)
barb23@gmail.com
Rozanne Thomson (604.421.5292)
Cleone Todgham (604.931.1781)
F.B.C.N. Directors:
Jude Grass (604.219.2043), Mike Griffin (alt.)
Newsletter Editor:
Caelan Griffiths (604.872.1193)
caelan. griffiths@gmail.com
Newsletter Design:
Brigitte Breuer (604.552.0841)
Education/Conservation Committee:
Chair: Elaine Golds
Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton
Members: Don Gillespie, Mike Griffin,
Ian McArthur, Niall Williams
Nature and Feeder Watch:
Rozanne Thomson
Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca
Phone or fax 604.421.5292/5294
Young Naturalists Club:
Margaret Flaherty (604.420.4701)

BMN Publications:
> Monthly Newsietter, except July
> Natural History Brochures
e Miller Park Ravine ¢ DeBoville Slough
* Riverview Lands * Coquitlam River Corridor
> Bird Brochures:
¢ Colony Farm ¢ Como Lake ¢ DeBoville
Slough * Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area
> Plant Brochures:
e Colony Farm * DeBoville Slough
> Trail Maps:
» Burke Mountain Map & Widgeon Valley
> Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park
System, by Christine Hanrahan et al, 1994,
121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library
> Our Backyard Wilderness,
A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock,
1992, 23pgs. plus Appendices, available at
Coquitlam Poirier Library
> The Riverview Hospital Site - Respecting Its
Past, Realizing Its Future”, by Elaine Golds,
Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages
available on our website

Visit our website: www.bmn.bc.ca




