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Purple Martin
Update - 2006

by Kiyoshi Takahashi

1. Outline of PUMA Monitor
Program within BMN

PUMA recovery started in 1980s in Burrard
Inlet, and BMN started working on recovery of
PUMA in the early 1990s and the program was
formally organized for monitoring. It was “The
Georgia Basin Ecological Assessment and
Restoration Society”, GBEARS for short, that
supported recovery activities, including nest box
design and banding. The Purple Martin is the
largest species in the swallow family and they
winter in northern South America as far down as
Central Brazil. Three subspecies are now
recognized, Southern race (Progne subis
hesperia), Eastern race (Progne subis subis) and
Northwestern race (Progne subis arboricola),
and Southwestern British Columbia is the
northern-most breeding habitat.

Restoration of nesting sites within the BMN
region started by installing a few additional nest
boxes in 1994 in two locations: Rocky Point in
Port Moody and the east bank of Pitt River in
Pitt Meadows. Two pairs of PUMA had returned
to Rocky Point site in 1996 but we had to wait
until 2003 when numbers increased to 3 pairs.
The Pitt River site never produced an active nest
for a few years, and eventually this site was
abandoned. Increase in Rocky Point populations
seemed to follow 1 to 2 years behind a nearby
site, Maplewood Flat.
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Later in 2004, GBEARS
informed us of sighting of few
PUMA at Iona Island (paragraph
3) and Blackie Spit. The latest
news this year was that a few
pairs of PUMA were sighted at
Nicomen Slough near Dewdney
Regional Park (section 4), the
first fresh water site in BC, and
later it was confirmed one pair
nested at Nicomen Slough near
Dewdney Nature Park. I have
been involved in all PUMA
Stewardship activities in the_
above sites since BMN has
started organized monitoring at
Rocky Point in 1994, and later in
2005 in Iona Beach site in 2005,
and Nicomen Slough in
Dewdney region in 2006. This
report covers activities of these
three sites to this date in 2006.

2. Rocky Point
Earier loss of some PUMA ,
population was reported in February (i
this year in California during their
migration, due to unusually cool
weather in the area. Despite the bad

‘news, numbers of PUMA in

southwestern BC were in steady increase over
previous years, although overall counts in BC are not
available at the time of preparation of this report.
Their arrival to this location in this year was about ten
days later on April 28-29, and this was the latest
record of arrival since their return to our site in 1996.
The late arrival seemed to be the case in elsewhere in
BC. Although start of incubation appeared a little later
this year, the total number of fledglings in Rocky
Point site has been about the same as the record
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Banding Purp[e Martins at Rocky Point Park. Photo by Ruth Foster

number in last year, as shown in following banding
data between 2003 and 2006.

2003:
2004:

3 pairs - 10 nestlings
18 pairs - 70 nestlings

2005: 23 pairs - 85 nestlings
plus two eggs
2006: 23 pairs - 74+8 nestlings

plus some 10 eggs remained



Breeding of PUMA at Rocky Point site this
year had been a mixture of good and bad news.
‘We had good weather since their arrival but
temperature was somewhat cooler most of
spring period and their breeding started about a
week later than in a normal year. In late May the
characteristic Dawn Song has been heard at
about 4 am before dawn. During July, Anita Yee,
a WRA volunteer joined me to monitor and
assess a suitable first banding date. Selection of
a banding date is always difficult since we need
a day of high tide during daylight for the boat to
safely approach dolphins. We have to manage
seven dolphins within the Rocky Point Park.
July 25 was chosen for the first banding session.

On July 25, we banded only 17 old enough
nestlings, and counted 70 younger nestlings (less
than 10 days old), too young for banding, and a
few eggs still being incubated. The second
banding session was morning of August 4 with
good tidal condition and availability of key *
volunteers, and we banded only total of 57
nestlings out of 70 young birds counted during
the previous session. Apparently 13 young could
not make it, and even on that day, nearly 10 eggs
were still left in some boxes. This late breeding
could likely have been caused by two factors in
this year; a cool spring weather and higher
number of inexperienced SY (second year)
adults. Sadly, the nestlings that may have
hatched later than this day may not make it.

Following are the volunteer members who
attended two sessions. Many thanks go to all as
well as our BMN members who support this
program in various ways. A special thanks goes
to Rod McVicar who kindly provided his stable
boat, Medusa, in all sessions. He also offered to
run his boat at the season end in cleaning and
box maintenance. (All names are in
alphabetical order)

7/25: (BMN) Dave Schutz, Judy Pilon,
Kiyoshi Takahashi, Rod McVicar (skipper)

(WRA) Anita Yee, Charlotte Adamson, Chris
Smith, Devin Manky (bander), Lani Sheldon,
Roy Teo (bander)

8/4: (BMIN) David Mounteney Don Gillespie,
Kiyoshi Takahashi, Rod McVicar (skipper),
Ruth Foster

(WRA) Amy Thompson, Chris Smith, Devin
Manky, Lani Sheldon, Natalie Marshik, Roy
Teo (bander)

In addition to success of PUMA monitoring,
the pair of Osprey, which have been nesting on
the dolphin #D every spring for the last few
years had two nestlings this year, and the broods
were fledged successfully within first 10 days of
August. Because of the active Osprey nest, we
decided not to disturb the Dolphin #D despite
clear evidence of PUMA pairs feeding in one
box #5 and possibly #2 box as well. Assuming

PUMA parents on the look out for food and foes. Photo by Dave Mounteney.

two boxes were active, they may have produced
possibly 8 nestlings.

Elsewhere in our PUMA stewardship, our
activities were Iona Island in Richmond and
Nicomen Island near Dewdney Regional Park.

3. lona Island

Last year, PUMA had returned to the Iona site
where a few PUMA nest boxes were built in late
1980s, and we banded 12 nestlings. They
returned to the site again this year, and we
banded 19 nestlings on August 3 with the
following volunteers: Peter Candido (VNHS);
Kiyoshi and Minako Takahashi (BMN);
Charlotte Adamson, Kira Baker, Chris Smith
and Roy Teo (WRA).

This site is accessible from land at a low tide
with ladder and banding is much easier here,
compared to Rocky Point, although the ground
is muddy and very soft at times. This site has not
been properly maintained, and most of about 30
boxes in total on seven dolphins need to be
replaced, except just a few boxes which may
need simple repairs, preferably this fall.

4, Nicomen Slough

Last fall, Bruce Cousins of PUMA
Stewardship Program on Vancouver Island, in
corporation of FVGD, installed a few boxes at
downstream of the Harrison Bay near Kilby
Store, and near the slough bridge of Nicomen
Slough. A couple of PUMA were spotted earlier
this year, and later it was confirmed one box had
an active nest. On August 10, we found two
nestlings 3-5 days old, too young to band, and
we returned to the site on August 20. People
attended at this session were: Gordon Gadsden
and Kim (FVRD), Charlotte, Kira, Chris and
Roy Teo (bander), Kiyoshi Takahashi (BMN).
Unfortunately they did not make it after
surviving to nearly 8-9 days old. This happens
sadly when the young are born too late and adult
birds need to start preparing for migration. All of
us who were involved hope that they return to
this fresh water site and start breeding more
successfully nest year.

5. Colony Farm

In early September, last year, about 50 PUMA
had gathered in the Marsh area as well as the
west bank trail of the Coquitlam River in the
park and stayed there for a few days before they
head to the south. With cooperation of GVRD,
total of six PUMA boxes were installed in two
locations for future sites for the birds. In early
September, about 20 PUMA were flying on the
river and at the marsh area, feeding. On
September 11 about the same number, most of
them either juvenile or adult female, were
heading to the Fraser shore area for possible
roosting. Hopefully, they recognized the new
nest site for next year.




