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WELCOME to the Burke Mountain
Naturalists. We are a newly-formed

oup based in the Tri-city area and
f:terested in all aspects of natural
history.

Response to this new group has been
enthusiatic and we anticipate even
greater participation as more people
become aware of the BMN! 1In Jan.1989
we held our first meeting as an offi-
cial club and by the time you get this,
our first newsletter, you will have
had the opportunity to take part in
two field trips. We have a number of
other exciting outings planned so that
whatever your interest you are sure to
find one to suit you.

Eight people have volunteered to
help plan and organize club activities:
Liz Clarke (Refreshments), Mike Griffin
‘rice-President), Marjorie Griffin

ssistant Editor), Mark Haddock (Con-
servation), Christine Hanrahan (News-
letter Editor), Anne Holt )Secretary-
Treasurer), April Maurer (Chairperson),
and Curt Smecher (Program Coordinator).

If you have any suggestions for field
trips, evening programs, or the news-
letter, please let us know!
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BRING YOUR OWN MUG TO MONTHLY MEETINGS!
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BURKE WHO?

Who-was the Burke of Burke Mtn.?
It seems that a Capt. Richards named
the mountain in 1860 after Edmund
Burke (1729-1797) the British Parlia-
mentarian.,

Who was Capt. Richards? What con-

*c¢tion, if any, did he have with
warke Mtn.? Does anyone have any
further information on this topic?
If so, please let me know and I'l]
print your answers in future issues
of the newsletter.

Club Meetmgs are held every 3rd
Wed. of the month at 7:30 P.m. in
Room 1&2 of the Hyde Creek Recrea-
tion Centre in Port Coquitlam, -

Outings take place twice a month
on Saturday or Sunday.

Membership Fees: single $10.00
Family $15.,00 X

*%¥%#CLUB EVENTS#*#*##

Feb.,19: Outing to UBC Research Forest
to look at forestry methods, birds &
mammals. Meet at 9:130a.m. in Forest
parking lot, Silver Valley Rd. Phone
Mike Griffin for details (942-5326),

Mar.4: Outing to Serpentine Fen to G

- look for birds., Meet at 9:30a.m. in
the Fen parking lot off King George
hwy. in Delta. Leaders TBA.

Mar.15iNarily meeting. Wilma Robinson
will talk about the Pitt Polder and
show slides of the area. i

Mar.19: Outing to Pitt Polder to look
Tor birds. Spring migrants begin to .
return and we may see swallows and

cinnamon teals. See Mar. Newsletter
for more details,
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SIGNS OF SPRING

The Varied Thrush I heard %
delivering its quavering notes.
in the gloomy light of a Jan-
tary afternoon in Pt. Coquitlam gave '
credence to the quotation "If winter
comes can spring be far behind?" o e ]
Red-winged Blackbirds singing and Red

Alder*showing a deeper colour give

yet more hints that spring is coming.

* catkins -Marjorie Griffin
ARTWORK NEEDED!! ‘
Ne need your artistic talents! To help
make the newsletter more visually ap-
pealing we want small sketches or draw-
ings of subjects in keeping with our
natural history theme. A club logo
is also needed., Contact the Editor if
Jou can help.




GARDEN BIRDS
-Marjorie Griffin

What birds frequent a garden depends
on the variety of trees, shrubs and
plants, the presence of water and many
other factors. It will have its casu-
al vislitors as well as winter or sum-
mer residents. To my garden in Port
Coquitlam come a variety of birds
throughout the year, '

As I write (1.28.89) a large flock of
pine siskins has descended on our ald-
ers, the smaller thin branches weighed
down by their numbers as they hang at
all angles feeding from the alder
'cones'. Throughout the winter we have
periodic visits from these wanderers.
Late one winter a flock helped them-
selves to our kale patch! :

The beautiful varied thrush is a
cold winter visitor to the garden, as
are evening grosbeaks.

A lively year-long visitor is the
Stellers jay. In the fall they are
attracted to our hazel tree, the nuts
of which are a favourite food.

Spring is always heralded by the re-
turn of the violet-green swallows in
late March. There is usually keen
competition amongst them over nesting
box possession. To deter house spar-
rows from using the boxes we keep the
entrance plugged; they take the hint
and move elsewhere, It is usually May

before the swallows commence nesting.
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Spring may still be over
a month away but already
great horned owls are get-
ting ready to nest. While
most lay their eggs in late
Feb. or early March it is
not unusual to find them
sitting on eggs by mid-Feb.

Look for great horned owls
in woodlots bordering farmlands,
fields, -sloughs and marshes., Accord-
ing to Butler (1987) they prefer to
nest in tall trees close to water.
They lay 1-3 eggs with an average
clutch size of 2 eggs. (Ref.: Butler
*Birds of the Fraser River .Delta?’)

Editors Christine Hanrahan 464-3744 .
Asst. Ed.: Marjorie Griffin 942-5326.
Please send submissions, queries, etc.
to the Editor at: 3187 Beacon Drive,
Coquitlam, B.C. V3C 3W7

Field trign Harrison Bay and Nicomen
Oug - a.nc )

~-Adeline Nicol

We went through rain, drizzle, va-
pour and any other name you have for
wet, but we kept warm and enjoyed th
birding, Nicomen Slough gave us mos
of our 39 swans and 180 bald eagles
many of which were immature., Weaver
Creek put on the best show with at
least 5 dippers calling and bobbing,
not necessarily for our benefit but
certainly for our enjoyment. Along
with the above species we saw redtail
and rough-legged hawks, cormorants,
great blue herons, kingfishers, pile-
ated woodpecker, a flicker, a Canada
goose, a pied-billed grebe,.a number
of American wigeon, coots, buffleheads,
mallards, goldeneye, and dunlin.
Along the way we saw a large number
of the strikingly-plumaged male com-
mon merganser. At the end we cele-
brated our good fortune by stopping
for hot homemade pie and ice-cream.

Field trips Burrard Inlet

-Curt Smecher

In spite of the sub-zero tempera-
tures, 4 Burke Mountain Naturalists
attended the Burrard Inlet field trip
on Feb. 4. The preceding week's high
winds brought more birds than usual
into the inlet seeking shelter and the
ice concentrated the birds into a .smal-
ler area than usual. Because of this,
and the bright sunny weather, the bird
watching was especially good.

There were 3 species of teal, golden-
eye, bufflehead, mergansers, wigeon,
mallards, Canada geese, coots, dowit-
chers, sandpipers, and the inlets
resident herons.

UPCOMING. ..

Feb,20-25: International Bear Congress
triannual meeting, in Victoria.
Phone 737-3057 for more details.

Feb.22: Grizzly bears and the Khutze-
mateen. Wayne McCrory will speak =nd
show slides on this topic,,at 8p.
in the Van. Museum auditorium. A

- VNHS progranm,

*¥¥#Thanks to Mike Griffin for.the
sketches.,



