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SELECTING FIELD GUIDES
by Christine Hanrahan

We field naturalists are a curious
bunch: always asking, probing, ques-
tioning the world of nature around us.
Being able to put names to the things
we see helps us further rour understand-
ing of that world. Fortunately, there
are a wealth of books available to
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Club Meetings are held every 3rd
Wed. of the month at 7:30 p.m. in
Room 1&2 of the Hyde Creek Recrea-
tion Centre in Port Coquitlam.

Outings take place twice a month
on Satlrday or Sunday.

Membership Fees: single $10.00
Family $15.00

answer all our queries, ranging from
the handy field-guide to slip into pock
et or packsack, to the larger books

designed for more in-depth coverage.

Over the _next few months we will look
at some®fhe more popular guides begin-
ning here with those for birdwatchers.

Birds of Western North America by Roger
Tory Peterson. Peterson Field Guide
Series ($19.95 paper).

The most popular and best known bird

[ Sun. ‘
Mar.19
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Please phone field trip leader to let
him/her know if you intend to go on the -
outing. Bring a luhch! You may want

to stay out past lunchtime.

- Outing to Pitt Polder to look
for birds. Swallows are back
and we may see other early migrants.
Meet: 9:30a.m. at Coq. Park and Ride.
Leader: Christine Hanrahan (464-3744),

guide, it identifies all birds west of
the Rockies. Includes maps and illus.

Sat. | Outing to Minnekhada Park. Meet:

Birds of North America by Chandler
Robbins et. al. Golden Guide Series
($13.95 paper).

Unlike the above, covers all the
birds of North America. Includes maps
and illus. A useful guide.

Field Guide to the Birds of North

Apr.1 9:30a.m. at Coq. Park and Ride.
Leader: Curt Smecher (469-1944),

Sun. -Outing to Reifel Refuge in Delta.
Apr.16| There should be lots of birds

To see and spring wildflowers in the
woods., Meet: 9 a.m. at Maillardville
Park and Ride. Leader: April Maurer
942-7805).

America by the National Geographic Soc.
($28.95 paper).

Wed. - Monthly meeting. We hope to
Apr.19 have someone from the Wildlife

Identifies all species known in North
America. An excellent guide with su-
perior illustrations showing both ad-
ult and juv. plumage, as well as regiory

Rescue Association tell us about their
work and what we too can do if we find
injured wildlife.

al variations for many species. Highly
recommended. Includes maps.

The Birds of Canada by Earl Godfrey,
Nat'l Museums of Canada ($39.95 cloth).
Not a field guide but a large format
reference book with extensive data
for all species known to occur in Cana-
2, Well illustrated; maps. A must
v every serious birder.

There are also some useful regional
bird guides available. In future
igssues we'll take a look at some of
them.

NEWSLETTER NAME

We think this news-
Letter should have a

name! Do you have any
suggestions? Phone

the Editor if so,
bring your ideas
to the Wed. night Club meetings.

or

VNHS Bird Alert - Do you want to know
what birds have been seen lately in the
Vancouver area? The Bird Alert will
tell you. Phone: 876-9690.

R R S A A N R A N AN R A R A N A N AN AN R RSN
BRING YOUR OWN MUG TO MONTHLY MEETINGS!



B.Y.0.M. = BRING YOUR OWN MUG!

by Adeline Nicol

Recently there has been a great deal
of concern shown about our ozone. Ozone
is simply a molecule comprised of three
oxygen atoms rather than the usual two
in the molecule that humans need to
breathe.

About 50 km above the earth's surface
is the ozone layer which absorbs much
of the ultraviolet (UV) radiation pre-
venting it from reaching the earth.
While a little bit of UV radiation is
necessary, too much is dangerous.
Properly functioning this layer helps
maintain the planet's stable tempera-
tures and regulate the amount of UV
radiation reaching the earth.

Unfortunately, chlorofluorocarbons
(CFC's, used as coolants, foamers, sol-
vents, and as propellants in aerosol
cans) threaten to destroy this ozone
layer. It should be understood that
when styrofoam is #iscarded and burned
the CFC's are released into the atmos-
phere, i

It is essential that everyone try to
do what they can to avoid any further
buildup of CFC's. We discourage the
use of styrofoam cups by asking each
member of our club to bring their own
mug plus an extra one for guests and
for members who forget.

Other ways in which we can help are
to use paper egg cartons, fiberglass
and cellulose insulation, never use
aerosol cans in any form, and read the

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

-Christine Hanrahan

Torrential rains on Feb. 19 kept
all but the hardiest indoors. Only
Mike Griffin. showed up for our sched-
uled outing to the UBC Research Fores..
He reports that few birds were seen
(given the weather - not surprising!)
but the walk itself was invigorating
even if soggy.

Early morning sun and cool tempera-
tures greeted the two Burke Mountain
Naturalists who turned out for the
field trip to Serpentine Fen on Mar.4,
Ice on some ponds concentrated water-
fowl into the few that were open.
Hundreds of pintails and mallards fed
in the ice-free water while Canada
geese used the fields., Along the riv-
er buffleheads, common goldeneye,
double-crested cormorants and one horn-
ed grebe were found. Tangled berry
thickets held golden-crowned, white-
crowned, fox and song sparrows as well
as towhees and black-capped chickadees.
Red-tailed and rough-legged hawks,
harriers, robins, killdeer, and great
blue herons were also seen at the fen,

It was a lovely morning to be out
with brisk walking and plenty of bird
Did the distance deter other Burke

Mountainers from taking part?
oI I N

'The stormy March is come at last,
With wind, and cloud, and changin§

skies.” (William Cullen Bryant
SR R

labels on packages for any CFC content.
There are alternatives available.,

UPCOMING.....
Fri. Join the Alouette Field Nats
Mar. 24 for an all-day outing to

Ed. Note: The Federal Government has
said that it will ban products harmful
to the Ozone. For more information on
the ozone layer write to: Friends of
the Earth, 16-53 Queen Street, Ottawa,
Ontario, K1P 5C5

Campbell Valley Park. Meet at 9:30
at the 16th Ave. Entrance (at 200th St.)
Leader: Adeline Nicol (737-3057).
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RECYCLE!
736-8636 for recy-

RECYCLE! RECYCLE!

Recycling Hotline:
cling information

DID YOU KNOW... that the Western Canada
Wilderness Committee now has a store
selling recycled paper? Visit them at:
1516 West 3rd Ave. Vancouver (731-8975).
Open 10-6 Tues. - 3at. **They also sell
posters, books, sweatshirts, and more.

Sans [ Tofino Whale and birding trip.
Apr.30[ There will be a charge for
this trip. Phone leader Graham Sunder-

land for information (731-0140),
Sea Lion tours with the VNHS from Apr.

22 to May 14, Tickets: $15, 13, and
10, Phone the Bird Alert (876-9690)
in April for more information.

Bird Walk every Sunday at Reifel Refu~-
at 10a.m, rain or shine. Everyone
welcome,

Editor: Christine Hanrahan 464-3744
Asst. Ed.: Marjorie Griffin 942-5326
Please send submissions, queries, etc.
to the Editor at: 3187 Beacon Drive,




