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SELECTING FIELD GUIDES: PLANTS
by Marjorie Griffin :

Trees, Shrubs and Flowers to Know
in British Columbia by C.P. Lyons.
Second Ed., completely.revised. ($8.95
paper).

This is an excellent and highly rec-
ommended book, used and appreciated
by the professional and amateur bota-

Club Meetmgs are held every 3rd
Wed., of the month at 7:+30 p.m, in
Room 1&2 of the Hyde Creek Recrea-
tion Centre in Port Coquitlam.

Outings take place twice a month
on Saturday or Sunday.

Membership Fees: single $10.00
Family $15.00

nist alike.

Special features: Illustrations arg
given for nearly every described tree,
shrub and flower. A biotic or 1life
zone map is included. Each zone has
its peculiarities of climate which re-
flect in the type of flora to be found
Lists of the more common plants for
each zone are given.

Illustrated keys for the trees are
given. The shrubs are grouped in
various size classes and regrouped
further to bring together those with
a similarity of form or habitat. Flo-
wers are divided on the basis of broad
colour groups. An illustrated page
makes it easy to recognize eight of
the more common ferns in B.C. The mors
common edible B.C. plants are listed
in a special table.

Also included are Flowering Time-
tables. A quick glance shows which
shrubs and flowers will be in bloom
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Please phone field trip leader to let
him/her know if you intend to go on the
outing. Bring a lunch! Some trips
may extend beyond lunchtime.

Outing to Rolley Lake Park.
Apr.19| Join leaders Mike and Marjorie
Griffin (942-5326) for a walk around
this most interesting area. Meet:

9:30a.m. at Coq. Park&Ride.

Sat, Outing to Minnekhada Park.
May 13| Anne Holt (936-4108) will

1gad us on a walk to look for birds,
wildflowers and anything else of in-

terest. Meet: 9:30a.m. at Coq. Park
& Ride.
ied. | Monthly meeting. TBA.

May 17

at any particular time of year.

A Field Guide to Pacific States
Wildflowers by Theo. F. Niehaus with
illus. by C.L. Ripper. ($9.95 paper).

This is a beautifully illustrated
book, but only relevant to southern

British Columbia's coastal strip, Casy

cades, and the Okanagan. As the title
suggests this book is more useful in
the Pacific States.

The guide is colour coded and gives
range and habitat for each species.
The guide also includes family desc-
riptions and a key.

Watershed
plan unsound

- All of us in the Greater Vancouver Regional Dis-
trict owe a big thanks to Alderman Walter Ohirko for
his letters in support of trying to get an alternate route
for the natural gas pipeline.
We do not think it is an environmentally sound
Is)lllzel:nd to put the pipeline through the Coquitlam water-
Logging in the watershed is also a problem. Slides
showing the activity in the watershed will be shown
- at Dog Patch Hall, Soball and Victoria Drive, on
April 20, at 8 p.m. Everyone welcome. N
For further information, call 942-86841;/;7
. Hart,

N

Coquitlam



FIELD TRIP REPORTS

Pitt Polder by Christine Hanrahan

Nine Burke Mountain Naturalists enjoy
ed mild temperatures for an energetic
walk around the Pitt Polder on March
19. Although the sky was grey, promis-
es of spring were found at every turn:
buffleheads engaging in head-bobbing
courtship displays; Canada geese in
pairs; and swallows recently returned
from the south. The lodge-repairing
work of the beaver is another sure
sign of spring and evidence of their
work was found all along the 'nature
trail’.

Thirty-three species of birds were
counted, including the rare greater
white-fronted goose along Rennie Rd.
Yellow-rumped warblers, bushtits, bald
eagles, trumpeter swans, wood ducks,
common mergansers, and great blue her-
ons were only some of the birds to
which we were treated.

Two beaver were also spotted as was
a large mink - which your leader’s
overheated imagination turned into a
river otter! Apologies! Both belong to
the mustelidae family and superficially
are alike. However, the river otter is
considerably larger weighing 3-5 times
more than the mink.

The Polder is a fascinating place,
good for birding and hiking. Thanks
to all who turned out for the trip.

Minnekhada Park

Once again rain put a'damper' on our
field trip!! The scheduled outing to
Minnekhada Park on April 1 saw only
two people turn out and both decided
to postpone it. Perhaps we can re-
schedule the trip to this interesting

park.

A WHALE OF A TALE

by Marjorie Griffin

Myself and two friends, tired of T.V,
armchair safarisg, decided it was time
to exchange the dangers of the kitchen
for the great outdoors. An Everest ex-
pedition was out of the question. Who
would sponsor us at such short notice?

We found the answer. The ad read:
"Experience the Gray Whale Adventure on
Vancouver Island. During their spring
migration and summerfeeding periods, the
Gray Whales are sighted in Tofino's calm
inland waters surrounding Meares Island,
Farly Bird departures March through
October, 10 a.m. returns 1 p.m."

It was with eager anticipation that
we boarded the tour bus in Vancouver.
on a recent cool, gray April afternoon.
After passenger roll-call we were on
our way to Horsehoe Bay.

The sail to Nanaimo was uneventful
and we boarded the bus again for the
long drive to Uclulet.

When our driver announced we would re-
commence our journey at 8 a.m. the fol-
lowing morning, there were some pretests
at the early departure time. One fellov
traveller queried with a hint of petul-
ance "what is there to see?" Seemingly
oblivious to the fact that she was vis-
iting Pacific Rim National Park!

An early wake-up call, ablutions,
breakfast, and just time for a quick
walk. Uclulet appeared deserted save
for the ever searching gulls and crows,
A solitary bald eagle perched high on
a snag was enjoying the watery April
sunlight, and no wonder, for Uclulet
and vicinity has an extremely heavy
rainfall, and is one of the wettest
regions of the world.

From Uclulet we headed to Tofino.

The twenty-six mile expanse of beach be-
tween Uclulet and Tofino has few equals
anywhere in the world. It has been writ-

NEWSLETTER NAMES
We're still looking for a name for
our newsletter. The suggestions so
far include:
The Quackpot News
The Honker
The Oriole
Some other newsletters we've seen
recently have the following names:
Trail and Landscape
The Whip-poor-will
The Blue-bill

ten that "The Pacific coast is not just
a land beside the sea, it is a land 1lit-
erally of the sea."

At Tofino there was just time to buy
some snacks before boarding the vessel,
M.V. "SAFARI LADY". Advertised as "53
ft. of cruising luxury" I think a lot
of people were glad to note the vessel
provided full washroom facilities and
safety equipment, as the weather was
turning quite nasty!

Heavy rain was falling as we sailed
into the relatively calm waters of

Any ideas?!!!
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Clayoquot Sound and headed for likely
gray whale feeding areas. To see or
not to see, that was the question. I
suggested we should have taken out
""Thale Insurance!

The sun broke through as we headed
toward the open Sound. What a magni-
ficent coastline. Offshore rocky is-
lets were awash with surf and gleaming
whitely in the sunlight. "SAFARI LADY"
was behaving in a rather unladylike
manner as she was caught in the ocean
swell! We lingered awhile, eyes scan-
ning the ocean surface for a spout -

a spray of droplets from the blowholes
on top of the whale's head - NO SIGN.
A 1little too rough for them maybe?

(Two had been sighted the previous dayj

So "SAFARI LADY" turned about for
the calmer waters around Meares Island.
There were lots of seabirds to be seen
including pelagic cormorants, red-
necked grebes, common and arctic loons.

One hour sailing time was left. Thers
were glimpses of log-strewn beaches;
rocky headlands with trees rising from
tangled mats of salaly 1islands fores-
ted with stunted Sitka spruce, their
branches draped in fingers of lichen.
A solitary seal bobbed alongside.

Did we see any whales? NO. They

oril fooled us all!

Spring Birding
by Christine Hanrahan

The warm days of spring bring a flur-
ry of activity to the bird world. From
the south come wave after wave of mig-
rating birds, some to stay and breed
here, others passing through to more
northerly nesting grounds.

April and May are great months to
get out and enjoy the spring migration.
Watch for returning cinnamon and blue-
winged teals, rufous hummingbird, west-
ern tanager, black-headed grosbeak,
warbling and red-eyed vireos, and the
warblers: orange-crowned, yellow,

mmon yellowthroat, and McGillivray's,

ongst others. Dust off your binocu-
tars, dig out your field-guide and
see what you can find!

BACKYARD SALMON HATCHERY
by the Waite Family

In 1979 we decided to get involved
with the Salmon Enhancement Program.
S.E.P. is sponsored by Fisheries and
Oceans Canada, with a Community Advi-
ser to oversee the operation and sup-
ply the materials for hatchery boxes,
etc., and food for feeding the fry.
Volunteers man the operation.

Noons Creek flows through our yard
and we had heard stories that up to
the 1960's there were plenty of salmon
in the stream. Now there were just a
few salmon and trout. The idea to
restock the stream with salmon seemed
a worthwhile challenge.

Our first Coho Salmon eggs came from
the Capilano Hatchery in North Vancou-
ver. Now during the annual spawning
run approximately 20 salmon (brood
stockg are removed from the stream.
The eggs are placed within the hatch-
ery for controlled development. The
remaining fish in the stream are left
to spawn naturally.

After the eggs are hatched the fry
are then held for 18 months before
being released into the stream. Keep-
ing the fry in a relatively secure
environment for that time allows the
fry to mature at a higher rate of sur-
vival, thus increasing their chances
of returning to spawn. Once released
they migrate to the ocean and return
to the stream 2-4 years later to
spawn.

We started off with two small hatch-
ery boxes, one for the eggs, the other
a holding tank for the fry. Over the
years our operation grew and now we
have a pond in the yard where the fry
are held.

If you would like to see the hatch-
ery please phone Margaret Waite at

14’61—5221-
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NEW _ECOLOGY GROUP FORMED

Beacon Unitarian Church is sponsoring
a new group, 'Deep Ecology and Soft
Living' for those interested in an
ecologically sound lifestyle. Meetings
are held the 4th Friday of each month
in the meeting room of the new Coquit-
lam Public Library. Phone 931-8711

for more information.
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**REDUCE, RE-USE, & RECYCLE**

You can recycle glass, tin, plastic,
newspaper, magazines, cardboard and
fine paper at the Ridge Meadows Re-
cycling Depot, 11400 Cottonwood Drive,
Maple Ridge, between 8-5 Mon-2Sat.
Phone 463-5545 for more information.

Mike's Recycling (937-7434)will pick
up your glass, tin, magazines, card-
board and newspaper if you live in
the Tri-city area.

Coquitlam is looking at implementing
curbside recycling by Sept. 1989.
Write to Mayor Lou Sekora and express
your support for this project:

Coquitlam Municipal Office

1111 Brunette Ave.

Coquitlam, B.C. V3K 1E9

Those of you living in Poco and Pt.
Moody can write to your respective
mayors urging curbside recycling.

: worthg

Burke Mountain Naturalists-Members

Hugh & Cheryl Bawtree (Pt. Moody);
Donald Charles & Elizabeth Thunstrom
(Coq.); Liz Clarke (Poco); Doris Clif-
ford (Pt. Moody); Mary Davies (Coq.);
Andy & Vonnie Erler (Coq.); June Ex-
(Bby.); Marjorie & Mike Griffin
(Poco); Mark Haddock (Pt. Moody); Pat
Hamer (Pitt Meadows); Tom & Christine
Hanrahan (Coq.); Anne Holt (Coq.);
April Maurer (Poco); Adeline Nicol
(Van.); John & Carol Roberts (Poco);
Curt Smecher & family (Pt. Moody);
Margaret & Brian Waite (Pt. Moody);
Janet Wintermans (Poco).

UPCOMING .« s o0 o

Bird Walk - Every Sunday at Reifel
Refuge in Delta, at 10a.m. rain or

BC PARKS

"Striking the Balance" is a booklet
examining the role of our parks and
giving an overview of the Park system.
It is available free of charge from:
Ministry of Environment
Parks and Outdoor Recreation Div.
4000 Seymour Place, Victoria
V8V 1X5

May 4-

shine. Everyone welcome.

Sun. -Join 'The Friends of Ecologi-

Apr.23] cal Reserves'’ for an outing to
_ the Katherine Tye Ecological Reserve

on the Chilliwack River. Meet at the

.MacDonald's Rest. in Sardis at 10:15-

10:30a.m. Phone Gladys Brown (Reserve
warden) at 858-4032 for more info.

Federation of B.C. Naturalists
Annual General Meeting at the Univer-
sity of Victoria. Phone 737-3057

for more information.

June 17-18| Manning Park Bird Blitz!

MORE freebies..... "Sustainable Devel-
opment" is a conservation and protect-
ion newsletter published by the Cana-
dian Wildlife Service three times a
year. You can receive this free by
placing your name on their mailing
list. Write to:

Sustainable Development

Canadian Wildlife Service

Environment Canada

Ottawa, Ont. K1A OH3

Editor: Christine Hanrahan 464-3744
Asst. Ed.: Marjorie Griffin 942-5326
Please send submissions, queries, etc.
to the Editor at: 3187 Beacon Drive,
Coquitlam. B.C. V3C 3W7

Join in and count birds in the park.
Participants camp free. Phone Chris
Kissinger at 1-858-7161 for more info.

Every fourth Wednesday tune in to
ECOWATCH, the VNHS Radio Show on
CO-OP Radio CFRO 102.7 FM. at 9p.m.

Pollution Reporting...

GVRD now has air qual-
ity information avail-
able to the_ public. -
The readings, updated
twice a day,.can be
obtained by calling:
432-6419,



