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SELECTING FIELD GUIDES: REPTILES AND
AMPHIBIANS by Christine Hanrahan

A Field Guide to Western Reptiles
and Amphibians by Robert C. Stebbins.
Peterson Field Guide Series. 2n ed.
completely rev. ($20.95 paper).

This guide contains 600 illustrat-
jons in both colour and black&white
showing 244 species and 260 sub-spec-
ies of reptiles and amphibians found
in western North America.

Descriptions for each species in-
clude identification, habitat, and
range; range maps are grouped together
at the back of the book. Information
on how to find reptiles and amphibians
is provided.

Although the author urges a better
understanding of these creatures and
advises against large private collec-
tions he nonetheless gives detailed
information on how to go about captur-
ing and caring for them in captivity.
His plea on behalf of reptile and am-
phibian protection would be more cred-
ible if he didn't devote so much space
to their capture. Perhaps the next
edition of this otherwise useful guide
will delete this section completely.

Introduction to Canadian Reptiles
and Amphibians by Dr. Francis R. Cook
illus. by Charles Douglas ($12.95
paper) .

Dr. Cook discusses all species
found in Canada and gives information
on range, habitat and food habits.

The book includes distribution maps
and line drawings.
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A natural gas pipeline through the
Cogquitlam watershed???

If you are opposed to the idea of a
natural gas pipeline cutting through
the Coquitlam watershed, with the pos-
3ibility of ecological disaster, then
vrite to : Hon. Bruce Strachan

Ministry of Environment

Parliament Buildings

Victoria, B.C. V8V 1X4
and express your concern.
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BRING YOUR OWN MUG TO MONTHLY MEETINGS!

Number 4

BURKE MOUNTAIN NATURALISTS
' | NEWSLETTER

1723 Hammond Ave. Coquitlam B.C. V3K 2P8 936-4108

Club Meetmgs are held every 3rd
Wed. of the month at 7:+30 p.m. in
Room 1&2 of the Hyde Creek Recrea-
tion Centre in Port Coquitlam.

Outings take place twice a month
on SatlUrday or Sunday.

Membership Fees: single $10.00
Family $15.00

#%%%CLUB EVENTS*#*#*%

Please phone field trip leader to let
him/her know if you intend to go on
the outing. Bring a lunch! Some trips
may extend beyond lunchtime.

Sun. Outing to Mike Lake in Golden
May 28] Ears Park. Meet: Coq. Park

and Ride at 9:30a.m.
LEADER: CURT SMECHER (469-1944)

Sat. Outing to Deer Lake Park in
Jun 10} Burnaby. Join Mike and Marjorie

Griffin (942-5326) for a walk around
this interesting area. Meet: Lougheed
Park and Ride (Maillardville area) at
9:30 a.m.

Wed. Monthly meeting. Member's night.
Jun 21} Bring your slides, books, pic-

tures, or anything you feel might in-
terest naturalists! This will be our
last club meeting until September.
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BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS, ETC.

Did you know that there is an excel-
lent mail-order bookstore on Van. Is.
specializing in books for naturalists?
As well as books on every natural hist-
ory topic imaginable there are also
binoculars, scopes, and other items of
related interest. Phone: 1-652-1529
for more information. Or write to The
Field-naturalist, P.0. Box 161, Brent-
wood Bay, B.C. VOS 1A0. Catalogue
available.




-2-
ALASKA SPILL

Everything You've Always Wanted to Know

About Birds....

by Marjorie Griffin

A terrible lapse upon the Bridge that
March day:

Too bad Bligh Reef was in the way, -

Alaska crude spewed into the Sound,

by Christine Hanrahan

Along with the popularity of bird-

watching has come an increased demand
for books about birds. Not just bird
identification guides, but books about

Time was lost to stem the filthy flow. | habitat preference, bird behaviour, and

Delays.

Who will pay?

We know, -

The price is too high for our slick

avian biology. Many people also want
to know how to attract birds to their
garden and how to feed and house them.
Fortunately there exists today a wealth
of books ready to answer all needs.

BEGE. HABITAT

Many creatures are soon to die in fear,
They have no defense against this

The key to successful bird-finding

crude offense.
Who will pay?

Thousands of waterfowl with wild beat-

ing wings are on their way
To sanctuary. -
How can we turn them away?

Who will pay?

Prince William Sound your fishermen

mourn.

They trusted the Corporate promises
'A spill would be under control...!'

Their tears will not cleanse.
Time and tide - may.

.. AND THIS YEAR A SPECIAL
AWARD FOR DISSERVICES RENDERED
TO PRISTINE AREAS PREVIOUSLY |
UNTOUCHED BY MANS FILTHY HAND... |

DEWALT, Calgary Herald, Calgary

lies in knowing the habitat preference
of each species. To help you discover
which birds are found where there is

no better book that The Habitat Guide

to Birding by Thomas P. McElroy. From
marshes and swamps to fields and meadows,
and ranging from the eastern to the
western part of North America, the auth-
or tells you what to look for in each
type of habitat. Published in 1974

this book may now be out of print

but most libraries have a copy, and

you may find one in a second-hand book
store if you are lucky.

BEHAVIOUR

Have you ever wondered why birds do
what they do? Yes? Then welcome to
the fascinating and complex study of
bird behaviour. A number of books touch
upon the subject to a greater or lesser
extent but the most interesting for the
non-professional are the two volumes
by Donald Stokes: A Guide to Bird Be-
haviour vols., 1&2 ($13.95 ea. paper).
In an easy and readable style he inter-
prets the social patterns of a number
of commonly encountered species and
discusses the meaning of certain vocal-
izations, postures, displays, and so on.

AVIAN BIOLOGY

The birdwatcher yearning for more
than a rudimentary knowledge of birds
will find several useful books on intro-
ductory ornithology. One of the best
is: Watching Birds: An Introduction
to Ornithology by Roger F. Pasquier
($15.95 paper). Included in this book
are chapters on the origin and evolu-
tion of birds; food and feeding habits;
anatomy; voice; the breeding cycle;
and migration, to give but a partial
list of topics covered.
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Bird Study by Andrew Berger is an
older (1961) but still useful work wri-
tten as an ornithological text for 1lib-
eral arts students. It covers most of
the topics in Pasquier.

BIRD STUDY

Once you've mastered the basics of
birding you might feel the need to do
something more structured in the form
of bird-related projects. Two excell-
ent books take you beyond simply bird-
watching and offer a wide variety of
rewarding activities. Both are writ-
ten for the amateur ornithologist.

The Birdwatcher's Activity Book by
Donald Heintzleman ($15.95 paper)

gives suggestions for such projects as
conducting winter bird surveys; organ-
izing hawk watches; engaging in habitat
protection and restoration; and setting
up nest boxes for cavity nesters.

A Guide to Birdwatching by Joseph
Hickey ($8.95 paper) gives detailed
information on how to study birds.

Bird censuses; study of migration pat-
terns; bird distribution; and biyd—
banding are just some of the topilcs
covered. Similar to the above are:
Beyond Birding by Thomas C. Grubb
($13.50 paper), and Birding with a Pur-

pose by Lola Oberman ($25.95.cloth).
The latter deals primarily with bird-
banding.

Next month we will look at books

dealing with bird feeding, bird houses,
and attracting birds to the garden.

Field Trip Report:
Rolley Lake Prov. Park
by Marjorie Griffin

i {4
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FPive Burke Mtn. Nat-

uralists experienced summer temperat-
ures and blue skies on 29th of April
for their Rolley Lakeside Trail walk,
plus sidetrips to Rolley Falls and a
mid-afternoon hike in the Hayward Lake
area.,

A Steller's jay gave us the 'beady
eye' as we walked by the picnic area,
and a rufous-sided towhee was conveni-
ently perched for identification, and
delivering his buzzy song.

The Rolley Lake trail includes a
boardwalk over a marsh, an interesting
place to botanize and birdwatch. Most

are a month behind owing to the cold
weather earlier. However, the marsh
was awakening to life, and growing
abundantly was Labrador tea (look for
thick rusty 'wool' on underside of
leaves). Also sweet gale, hardhack,
Pacific crab-apple, and black twin-
berry showing its yellow twin-flowers.
Cascara trees seem to favour the lake
area and are quite easy to identify
with their large, ovalish strongly
veined leaves in loose whorls. Willows
were well in leaf, as were the red and
tall blue huckleberry. In a chosen
spot a blue swamp violet (V. palustris
was greeting the sun.

As the season advances there will be
sundews and lots more interesting
plants to look for in the marsh area.

Overhead we saw two red-tailed hawks,
tree swallows and a rufous hummingbird.
A winter wren was pouring out his song
at the end of the boardwalk. Red-
winged blackbirds were heard and the
newly arrived yellowthroats were call-
ing 'witchity-witchity’.

From the marsh the trail leads throu-
gh second growth forest and passes
over several streams. We admired yel-
low violets, western trilliums, licor-
ice ferns, deer ferns, sword and lady
ferns.

In shady moist places the skunk cab-
bage sheaths gave off a heavy sweetish
smell which we naturalists found quite
pleasant!

After a lakeside lunch, we took the
trail to Rolley Falls. The falls are
not remarkable but are a refreshing
stopping place. Here too a winter wren
poured forth his song.

Passing the lake on the return we
stopped to admire a common loon preen-
ing. A sight only possible on lakes
free of power boats.

Hayward Lake is a 3-mile drive from
Rolley Lake. An interpretive leaflet
is available for the Pond Trail walk.

By the pond where were newly hatched
Canada Geese and overhead Osprey and
barn swallows. We also observed tree
swallows nesting in a cavity of the
ladies' washroom at door level!

We had 24 species for the entire
trip including: orange-crowned, yellow-
rumped, and black-throated gray warb-
lers, white-crowned sparrows, Am. gold-
finch, wood duck, and last but not
least, a killdeer at the Coq. Park &
Ride!
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BACK YARD BIRDING

by Marjorie Griffin

I would like to share with you two new
observations. On the 9th of April, one
of our first sunny spring days, I notic-
ed a small flock of housefinches, male
and female, sunbathing...? They had choH
sen a sheltered area of garden and were
lolling over to one side with a wing ex-
tended open, and heads held up to the
sun. Some were obviously becoming over-
heated but made no attempt to move! It
made a very interesting spectacle, esp-
ecially as they were lying in a loosely
formed circle. They were not observed
dust-bathing. There was no doubt, these

WELCOME....new members of Burke
Mountain Naturalists

Dave Richardson and family (Poco)
Jane Snow and Dave Sarnowskil (Poco)

UPCOMING..s s v

Bird Walk - every Sunday at Reifel
Refuge in Delta, at 10a.m. rain or
shine. Everyone welcome.

Every fourth Wednesday tune in to
ECOWATCH, the VNHS radio show on Co-op
radio CFRO 102,7 FM at 9p.m.

birds had not been stricken with some
mysterious malaise, but were thoroughly
enjoying the sunshine! It had been a
long, cold winter. Later I saw a robin
and a female varied thrush sunbathing
with outstretched wings.

Each day for the past week (14-21 Apr)
I have been intrigued by two orange-crow-
ned warblers who have shared the flower-
ing currant bush with a male rufous hum-

Mon. Northwest Wildlife Preservation
May 22| Society (NWPS) presents 2
shows: Wild West Coast Van. Island at
7p.m., and Some Environmental Impacts

of Salmon Farming in B.C. at 8:30p.m.
Both shows are held at Pacific Cine-
matheque Theatre, 1131 Howe St. Van.
Admission $5.00 at door. Phone 736-
8750 for more information.

Mon. NWPS presents the last in their
May 29]|series of shows. Native Per-

mingbird, (surprisingly the hummer does
not mind their presence). The warblers
'work® the bush, placing their slender

beaks into the flowers to feast on the

nectar. I marvel at the sweet susten-

ance drawn from this humble bush.

spectives II, has representatives of
several Indian bands giving their per-
spective on environmental issues con-
cerning them. Time: 7p.m. Location,
phone No. and admission, as above.

Frl, Wildlife Rescue Association
June 23] of B.C. is hosting an open

The 1little sparrows
They open their mouths at the

plum tree -
This too is worship!
-Issa (1763-1828)

NEWSLETTER NAMES

More names have been submitted in our
ongoing quest for a name:

The Raven's Review

The Wren's Word

The Warbler's Word

Junco Jottings

The Cottonwood Caller

The Eagle's Edition

Bufflehead Banterings

The Vulture's Voice

Mallard Musings

Editor: Christine Hanrahan 464-3744
Asst. Ed.: Marjorie Griffin 942-5326
Please send submissions, queries, etc.
to the Editor at: 3187 Beacon Drive,

Coanitlam. B.C. V3C 3W?7

house at their centre, 5216 Glencairn
Drive, Burnaby, at Burnaby Lake Park.
Phone 526-7275 for more information.

Wildlife Rescue Association of B.C.
Needs Your Help!

The WRA has a long 'wish 1list' of
things they need in order to facili--
tate the ongoing operation of their
centre. If you would like to donate
any of the following please phone
the WRA at 526-7275.

-bath and hand towels

-0ld clean diapers

—aquariums

-dog and cat carrying cages

-plastic plant saucers, all sizes

-baby scale

-feather duster

-blankets, sheets

-drapery sheers

-plastic laundry baskets

-filing cabinets

-heavyweight dishes

-notice board

-bar size fridge

- etc,



