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PHANTOM ORCHID COULD DISAPPEAR

By Rose Klinkenberg

Saving wild species and their habitats
has never been a high priority for govern-
ments. But with the current phenomenal
growth in interest in environmental protec-—
tion in Canada and around the globe, saving
the species of our environment looms as an
important political issue.

In the face of changing growing conditions
for forests and croplands - a result of an
environment damaged by the chemical aids
of high technology — we might just need
those wild species to pull us through.

New agricultural species might become nec-
essary if global climate change becomes a
reality, and new medicines are always wait-
ing to be discovered. In the face of a
changing world, we need the genetic strength
provided by our wild species evolving un-—
'er natural conditions.

In B.C., our wild animals receive some
segree of protection through the  W.ild-
Life Act and the (ligratory Birnd Act.

Under these acts, some rare or endangered
animal species can be protected if the
government so chooses.

But what's missing in B.C. is protection
for our more than 400 rare species of plants
some of which are threatened or endangered,
perilously hanging on the very edge of prov-
incial extinction. v

The Phantom Orchid -is a case in point.
It is found today in only three confirmed
spots in B.C. At one site, inside a Prov-
incial Park, there were only three plants
this year. At a second site — an ecologi-
cal reserve set up to protect the orchid -
there were again, only three plants this
year. The third site, where the largest
viable population of the Phantom is still
holding on with seven plants in 1989, lies
smack in the middle of a new subdivision on
Saltspring Island. Without some mechanism
to protect it this population could disap-—
ear,

There are undoubtedly many ways rare
Jants can be protected — by establishing
more ecological reserves, by adding plants

(Cont. on p.4)

Club Meetmgs are held every 2nd
Tues. of the month at 7430 p.m. in
Room 142 of the Hyde Creek Recrea-
tion Centre in Port Coquitlam.

Outin%E take place twice a month
on Saturday or Sunday.

Membership Fees: single $10.00
- Family $15.00

*3#3#%#CLUB EVENTSH# %%

Please phone field trip leader to let
him/her know if you intend to go on the
outing. Bring a lunch! Some trips may
extend beyond lunchtime.

Sat, ‘|Field trip to Belcarra Regional Park.
Oct.14}Find out more about this interesting

park & join;, Curt Smecher (469-1944) for
a nature hike. Meet: Coquitlam Park and Ride
at: 9:30 a.m.

Sun., Field trip to Eagle Mountain. This will
Oct.22] be a strenuous hike to the top of Eagle

Mtn. to view an area of old-growth slated for
logging. Phone: Curt (469-1944) or Mark
(469-0261) for more information.

Sun. |Field Trip to Golden Ears Park, Lower
Oct.29] Falls area. Meet: Coquitlam Park
and Ride at: 9:30 a.m. Phone Curt (469-1944)

for more information.

Tues. | Club meeting. = Our spsaker will
Nov,14 be Joe Sadowsky to talk about bird

feeders and bird feed. Bring along your
feeder and samples of the bird feed you use
for Joe's comments and helpful hints.

Sat. Field trip to Reifel Refuge in Ladner
Nov,18l to see the Snow Geese. Meet leader
April Mol (942-2532) at Lougheed park and

Ride at: 9:00 a.m. Dress warmly!
CLLLLLLLLLLLLKLLLLKLLKLLIDOIDDIODDOO00000000005055>

Watch for details in the November newsletter.
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COLONY FARM
By Anne Holt

FIELD TRIP:

The day for our walk in Colony Farm, Sept. 17
was very pleasant. It was cloudy when we
started at 9:30 but had become sunny and warm
by our return a few hours later.

Fourteen of us walked from the parking lot,
over the bridge, through the centre of Colony
Farm, and continued left on the dyke stretching
around the far side of the fields towards
Port Coquitlam.

We saw 25 species of birds including: red-
tailed hawk, flocks of goldfinches in their
winter colours, and savannah sparrows flitting
amongst the thistles. A mourning dove was
resting on a bush, and several blue-winged
teal were in the canals. Several flocks of
Canad geese flew over our heads.

The wildflowers that grow along the edges
of the dykes were mostly over but they are a
lovelely show of pink, yellow, and blue in
June and July.

One of our group spotted a large paper wasp
nest hanging on a low branch a few yards bel-
ow the dyke. We thought it would be an in-
teresting specimen to bring to the next club
meeting so we all stood and watched while
Marjorie and Janet waded through the tall grass
to pick the branch. They approached caut-
iously and wiggled it to see if any left over
wasps might be in it. And there were! Several
came zipping out to see what was going on.

We all yelled warnings at Marjorie and Janet
and they beat a hasty retreat to the dyke.

On our return we were facing the denuded
slopes of Mary Hill. One bright spot in that
ugly scene is the square of green trees left
at the top of the hill. It is still there be-
cause the elderly lady who owns the property
refused to sell at any cost. She wanted it
left as a home for the birds!

note: For a story about the woman who would
not sell her land for development see Coquit-—
lam Now 17 Sept. 1989. '

SEYMOUR MOUNTAIN
By Curt Smecher

FIELD TRIP:

On Saturday Sept. 30, 9 adults, 4 children,
2 dogs and 1 husband went to Seymour Mountair
to poke about in the Goldie Lake area. The
weather was cool and foggy, but pleasant.
The trails are easy walking and there is a
good variety of habitat. The trees are
primarily Red Cedar, Hemlock, and Douglas Fir.
I was, once again, impressed with the variety
of mosses in this area. We were treated,
near the end of the morning's walk, by a
fearless Whisky Jack who rested for what seem-
ed like hours on the hand of one of the child-
ren, and even let itself be briefly petted.

After lunch near Goldie Lake, 6 of the
adults and the 4 children left the trails for
wilder country. We climbed up and over a
couple of Seymour's infamous bluffs for a
spectacular view of more fog. For me, this
was the better part of the days walk. The
bush always seems less tarnished once you
leave the trails.

BOOK REVIEWS

Too late for the autumn moon
the plovers sighing
In the daytime.

(Senna 1651-1723)

On a béré bough
An old crow

This autumn eve.
(Basho)

Several club members have suggested we print
book reviews and I think this is a good idea.
But I need your help! Why not consider

writing a short review of one your favourite
books dealing with nature or conservation or
similar topics. The book does not have to

be recent; it can be a'classic' such as
Thoreau's Walden, Gavin Maxwell's Ring of

Bright Water, etc. Or maybe you'd rather
give us a list of your favourite nature books?

Phone Christine (464-3744) with your ideas!
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FEEDING WILD BIRDS THIS WINTER

SPECIES FOOD

Beef suet, cracked nuts,
raw peanutsS. (small pie-
ces), sunflower seeds.

Chickadees, nut-
atches

Cut apples, grapes, soakj
ed raisins.

Robins, thrushes,
cedar waxwings

Cracked walnuts, raw
peanuts, sunflower
seeds, wild bird seed.

Blackbirds, towhees

Millet, plain canary
seed, wild bird seed,
hulled sunflower seeds.

Juncos, finches,
native and house

sparrows

Woodpeckers Beef suet, cracked nuts
corn, soaked raisins,
apple halves.

Grosbeaks Sunflower seeds.

Jays Cracked nuts, sunflower

seeds, hard-boiled egg
(yolk only).

Golfinches, siskins Niger, canary seed mix.

Cut apples, soaked rai-
sins, scratch feed,
beef suet, chopped nuts.

Starlings

Doves, pheasants, Cut corn, whole wheat

ducks and geese

[ummingbirds: to help wintering hummingbirds,
fill a one cup size hummingbird feeder with
the following mixture:

1 part white sugar

3 parts water

2 drops AVITRON liquid bird vitamins

(available from pet stores)

% tsp. protein powder (Jamieson Instant

Protein Powder).
Dissolve one part sugar in three parts boiled
water. Allow to cool and add 2 drops Avitron
vitamins plus 3 tsp. protein powder.

Adapted from information supplied by the
Wildlife Rescue Association of B.C.

BIRDS OF WINTER

g
:
:

“What makes you think that this will be the worst winter yet”

By Christine Hanrahan

Summer's end means that many familiar bird
species leave our area, not returning until
the following spring. But in their place we
find a number of winter visitors such as
rough-legged hawk, northern shrike, and
around our feeders, evening grosbeaks, varied
thrushes and pine siskins. In the next few
issues we will look at some of the species
that overwinter in our area, starting this
newsletter with northern shrike.

The northern shrike (Lanius excubitor) is
a regular but uncommon winter visitor to our
area, arriving about early October and stay-—
ing until early May. During the summer it
breeds in northern B.C. around Atlin, Dease
Lake, and Mile 80 Haines Rd. (Godfrey 1986).

The northern shrike prefers open habitat
but one where trees, shrubs or telephone
poles provide a lookout perch. The Pitt
Polder is always a good place to find these
birds, especially along Rennie Rd. Colony
Farm is another favourite wintering area;
look for them in the fields, perched on top
of shrubs or along fences.

Shrikes utilize tall perches to allow them
to scan the surrounding open areas for voles,
mice, or small birds. Perhaps some of you
have come across rodents impaled on thorny
branches or barbed-wire — this is a sure
sign that a northern shrike has been in the
area, and you have stumbled across its lar-
der.

A robin-sized bird, the northern shrike is
readily identifiable in this area where no
other songbird is similar. Its back, nape
crown and rump ‘are grey; wings are mostly
black as is the tail which has white outer
tail feathers. Under parts have fine bar-
ring. The single most distinguishing
feature, however, is the black mask that
extends from the base of the bill across
the side of the face. The very similar
loggerhead shrike has a mask extending right
across the lower forehead. However, this
latter species only very rarely occurs and
usually before northern shrikes arrive — so
there is little chance of confusing the two
here. Lastly, the northern shrike has a
hooked bill which is not always noticeable
from a distance.

Its flight is undulating and resembles
that of goldfinches. When perched it flicks
its tail constantly.

Reference: Godfrey, W. Earl, The Birds of
Canada, 1986. National Museum of Natural
Sciences.




‘Northern Shrike

Phantom Orchid Cont. from P. 1

to the W.ildlife Act and not just endangered
ones, or by introducing an act similar to
Michigan's rare plant act which focuses
specifically on protecting rare plants. What-
ever the best method, something must be done
soon. If not, B.C.'s rare plants may, like
the Phantom: Orchld truly become phantoms.
Reprinted w4ih penmission from Meatenn News,
Sept, 271, 7989,

“Flowers first

I note the headlmem the contin-
‘'uation of your Aug. 19 story on the|
Furbish Jlousewort (Rare Flower,’

: Power Plant. Vie. For: Tenure: Onl

Globe and Mail
2 Sept. 1989

4"t it tirhe 'we fstarted 't‘eadlng
~'héadlines . which  read - Projec
Threatens FloWer? j

. Alec Somerville

Windsor, Ont.’ |

Christine Hanrahan 464-3744
Marjorie Griffin 942-5326

EDITOR:
ASSTSTANT EDITOR:

REMEMBER!!! PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN MUG TO
MONTHLY MEETINGS.
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99 UPCOMING......

Sun. OPEN HOUSE: Coquitlam Parks and Rec-
Oct.15{willbe hosting an open house to cele-

brate. the opening of the first phase of the
Hoy Creek Trail. Phone: Coq. Parks and Rec-—
reation (936-3481) for more information.

Northwest Wildlife Preservation Society
Oct.17| (NWPS) presents, as part of their regu-

Tues.

lar Tues. eve. programs, a two—part lecture
on Birds of Prey, and The Spotted Owl. Place:
Pacific Cinamatheque Theatre, 1131 Howe St.,
Van., Time: 7:30 p.m. Admission: FREE!
Phone: 736-8750 for more information.

CUSO will hold their Annual General Meet-
Y} ing at the Hotel Georgia. This year's
theme is sustainable development.
682-5566 for more information.

Tues. NWPS presentation on: Dioxins and Repro-

Oct. 24| ductive Failure in Great Blue Herons;

and Poison in Paradise: Pulp Pollution in B.C.
Time and place: as above.

Tues. | NWPS Presentation: Endangered Species
Nov.7 | in B.C.: What can be done? with Bill

Munro, provincial bird and endangered species
specialist; and Big is Beautiful: Insight on
Whales and Man. Time and place: as above.

"Do no dishonourn to the earnth lest you dis-
honoun the spinit of man.  Hold youn hands
oul oven the earth as over a flame. To all who
Loved hen, who open 1o her the doors of thein
veins, she gives of hern sirength, sustaining
them with her own measurneless trnemon of danrk
Life, Touch the earnth, love the earnth, honounr
the eanth, her plains, hern valleys, hern hills,
and hen seasy; nest youn spinit in hen solitany
places, Fon the gifts of Life are the earth’s
and they are given to all, and they are the
songs of birnds at daybreak, Orion and the Bean,
and dawn seen oven ocean from the feach.”

Henry Beeston, from The Outermost House,
first published in 1928.




