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HAPPY NEW YEAR! The Burke Mountain Natura-
lists celebrate their first anniversary this
month, One year ago we started out, a small
group unsure of what the future would hold for
us, but determined to try our best to build a
local natural history/conservation group. I
think the club has come a long way since those
early days. We've been involved in local
environmental/conservation issues: the preser-
vation of Burke and Eagle Mountaing;the hunt-
ing issue at DeBoville Slough. We questioned
Coquitlam Council on the wisdom of cutting
trees in Glen Park to make a parking lot (they
haven't yet!). We have been profiled in the
local papers. We were asked to participate
in the official opening of the Hoy Creek
Trail. And in 1990 we intend to become evén
more active ... with your help.

A new club executive was elected at our Dec.
meeting: President: Mike Griffin; Vice Pres-
ident: Curt Smecher; Secretary-treasurer:

Anne Holt. The rest of the executive is the
same as last year with the addition of one new
member: Dave Richardson. They are as follows:
Liz Clarke (Refreshments), Marjorie Griffin
(Publicity; Asst. Editor, Newsletter), Mark
Haddock (Conservation/Environment), Christine
Hanrahan (Newsletter Editor), April Mol (Past
President).

At our December meeting we held a Christmas
Raffle to raise money to buy ‘an acre of trop-
ical rainforest in the beleaguered Amazon jun-
gle. We exceeded our target goal of $25.00
and raised a total of $35.00! The extra money
goes into our fund for next year's project.

I think it is absolutely wonderful that we

were able to raise that kind of money so quickft

ly and it says a lot for you, the members.
You deserve a huge THANK YOU!

I would like to remind those of you who have
not yet renewed that 1990 fees are now due.
You have until 1st -March to renew, after which
time you will no longer receive the newsletter
The new fees reflect membership of our club,
and therefore of you, the members, in the
Federation of British Columbia Naturalists.
You will now receive their quarterly publica-
tion, the B.C. Naturalist.

Next Executive meeting: Tuesday, February
6th,'7p.m. at Christine's house (464-3744).

CLUB MEETINGS are held every 2nd Tuesday

of the month at 7:30 p.m. in Room 1 & 2

of the Hyde Creek Recreation Centre in Port
Coquitlam,

OUTINGS take place twice a month on Saturday
or Sunday and are held rain or shine, Please
phone outing leader to let him/her know if
you plan to attend. Bring a snack,

MEMBERSHIP FEES: Single $15.00
Family $20.00
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CLUB EVENTS

Tues. Club meeting. Mark Wareing, for many
Feb., 13. years a professional forester with

the government, and now working with the West-
ern Canada Wilderness Committee, will talk about
logging in the Coquitlam watershed.

Sun. Marjorie Griffin (942-5326) will lead
Feb.18. an outing to the UBC Research Forest.
This will be a general nature walk but with
an emphasis on tree identification. Meet at
Coquitlam Park and Ride at 9:30 a.m.

Sat., Field trip to Minnekhada Park. Join us
Mar, 3.for a walk around this most interesting
of local parks. The emphasis will be on bird-
ing and if the weather is cooperative we may
hear and see many species, perhaps even a
pygmy owl] Meet at Coquitlam Park and Ride

at 9:30 a.m, Leader: Christine Hanrahan
(464-3744).

KEEP COLONY FARM GREEN This is the
message on a bumpersticker produced by the
Southeast Coquitlam Ratepayers. If you

would like to advertise your support for this
concept by sporting one of these stickers on
your car phone Sharron Shirley at 939-5465.
Suggested price is $1.00 each.

When the 8.ird and the fook
disagree, always believe the b.ird,

~Birndwatcher' s Provenrd.

REMEMBER. . .BRING YOUR OWN MUG TO THE
MONTHLY MEETINGS!!
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BIRDS OF COMO LAKE PARK
By Liz Thunstrom.

Como Lake Park is one of the most heavily. used
parks in Coquitlam municipality. Most people
notice the resident ducks and geese on this
small lake but very few are aware of the abun-
dance of other animal species found there.

Como Lake is considered a good site for mi-
gration stop-overs or for overwintering birds
despite its small size. Wildlife habitat
around the lake continues to deteriorate as
does water quality from storm sewer runoff,.

Despite all this, birdwatchers can enjoy the
sight of unusual species especially in the
spring and fall. Hooded mergansers, buffle-
heads and pied-billed grebes are frequent fall
visitors; cormorants occasionally come in for
a few hours freshwater fishing. Binoculars
are an asset to view these diving birds be-
cause they stay as far away from shore as poss—
ible.

Early in the morning or at dusk, joggers may
be startled by a great blue heron coming in for
a landing. These birds feed mainly at dawn or
dusk on small fish, tadpoles and frogs. Occa-—
sionally the smaller green-batkel heron can be
seen near the reeds; when surprised these
little birds may freeze with the beak pointing
straight upward!

Mallards and several pairs of Canada geese
breed at the lake. During migration, the num-—
bers of both species increase dramatically. As
little as fifteen years ago, Canada geese were
never seen on the lake! This year (1989) two
snow geese were noted with a migrant flock of
Canada's; one wore a numbered neck band. Snow
geese are marked here on the wintering grounds
of the Fraser River Delta and also on their
nesting grounds on Wrangel Island in Siberia.
The bird I saw had been collared in Siberia!

American coots frequent the lake and occa-
sionally breed there, but are careless parents
and the babies fall easy prey to crows and
gulls. Glaucous—winged, herring, and mew gulls
crowd onto the lake when there is bad weather
on the coast. There are always a few north-
western crows scavenging the shore areas.

In spring, the cat-tails are alive with red-
winged blackbirds nesting; they and the less
dramatic brewer's blackbird frequent the marshy
edges of the lake near adequate vegetation
cover,

Summer sees scores of barn, tree, and violet-
green swallows over the water hunting bugs.
They are replaced in the evening by little
brown bats who have established a small colony
in the area.

A few bullfrogs survive the onslaught of
fishermen to delight evening walkers with their

deep calls. Carp up to 18 inches long live
and breed in the shallow warm water at the
west and south end of the lake.

The most surprising and wonderful sight to
be seen at Como Lake is an osprey fishing!
These birds are nowhere very common but one
osprey regularly visits the lake. It is a
tremendous thrill to see it hover, dive, and
come up with a sizeable fish in its talons,
just like in the movies!

Coquitlam municipality could improve the
park even more by upgrading the habitat to
provide better protection and food for the
animals using the lake for resting and breed-
ing. Water quality needs to be improved also,
so sticklebacks and cray fish could make a come-
back., Fishing needs to be controlled or regu-
lated, as does the practice of feeding bread
to the birds. Many waterbirds get hooked or
tangled in discarded fishing line and suffer
starvation unless rescued and treated,

The muscovy ducks, white peking ducks, and
a white goose are all released domestic birds
that have been at the lake several years. It
should be noted that it is illegal under the
Wildlife Act to release any domestic animal
into the wild.

Coquitlam residents are lucky to have such
a variety of wildlife literally on their door-
steps. It is up to all of us to ensure that
these fellow residents continue to find a
haven here.

A WATERY COUNT

By Marjorie Griffin.

Mike and I participated in the local Christ-
mas Bird Count (for the International Audubon
Society), on December 31st, 1989,

Our 'beat' was the north side of De Boville
Slough, including the Pitt River Dyke. Despite
the initial very heavy rain, we counted a
total of 26 species. There should have been
more waterfowl, but of course, the shooting
season still prevails.

A highlight was the sighting of a Peregrine
Falcon.

We were not the only creatures somewhat
waterlogged that day! During a lull in the
storm, we were witness to the interesting
spectacle of a bald eagle and red-tailed

(cont. p.4)



AGONIZING OVER THE ENVIRONMENT AT SFU
By Andrew David Park.

On the 23rd of November, 1989 an assortment
of academics plus a few politicians and indust-
ry representatives converged on Simon Fraser
Univers.ty for a one day forum called "Perspec-
tives on the Environment",
ised by Alan Rudrum, distinguished professor of
humanities at SFU who recently taught a course
examining the relationship between the teach-
ings of the Bible and human domination of nat-
ure.

There were two sessions; the morning dealt
with political issues in the BC environment
while the afternoon dealt with ethical and re-
ligious matters. Tom Crowley, professor of
biology at Okanagan College-Salmon Arm, gave a

keynote lecture that highlighted our major prob;

lem (uncontrolled economic growth) and threw it
to the floor to discuss the solution. The
discussion proceeded, with a largely 'convert-—
ed' audience firing questions at a panel con—
sisting of Mike Hallet (professor of political
economy at SFU), the ubiquitous Ron Lasnow
(vice-president of environmental affairs for
Fletcher—Challenge), John Cashore (MLA for
Coquitlam), Melody Hessing (assistant professor
of criminology, SFU) and Michael McGonigle
(progessor of natural resources management and
board member of Greenpeace). Sadly, in spite
of the impressive academic credentials of the
panel and the audience, the discussion consis-—
ted mostly of recycled questions answered by
recycled arguments. For instance Ron Lasnow,
trying to portray Fletcher-Challenge as a force
for change, was countered by the protestations
of a woman resident of Tofino who had been
prosecuted by the logging company for blocking
the construction of a logging road into old
growth timber that was prized equally by FC and
Tofinoites albeit for somewhat different rea-
sons.

The debate veered messily towards Sustainable
Development. The "SD" word has suffered con-—
siderable dilution of its meaning as a result
of over—use by politicians and media. This
was reflected by the pessimism of the audience
and the near silence of the panel on this sub-
ject. The woman from Tofino described the
Sustainable Development Task Force for Clayoqut
Sound  as "quite unworkable". Mike McGonigle
pointed out that SD suffers from an over-empha-
sis on 'development' and insufficient emphasis
on 'sustainability'. Economic growth is the
tool chosen by the Brundtland Commission to
achieve 'Sustainable Development', but at the
same time it is the prime mover behind most
of our environmental problems. This brought
the morning's discussions to a close. Gaff of

s pestology at

The event was organi WNVMEMAWSES’WN

the morning: John Borden, a grofessor of

SFU said that BC's old-growth
forests were net producers of carbon-dioxide;
therefore we should chop them all down in order
to save us from the greenhouse effect. Hmmm...
I seem to remember that cars have something to

do with carbon-dioxide s&}ssions as well.,...
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The afternoon kicked off with a piece by Anne
Christopher on 'Peace, ‘Justice and the Environ-
ment'. A new panel consisted of Catherine
Stewart (Greenpeace), Phil Hansen (professor of
philosophy at SFU), Tara Cullis (Harvard Univer-
sity and Cultural Survival International),
and Stan Low (professor emeritus of botany at
the University of Saskatchewan). Amidst more
recycled questions and answers someone asked
why academics don't say more than they do
about environmental issues. Tara Cullis regret-
ed that she "..kept looking to universities
for leadership and not getting it." A dis-—
turbing concensus began to emerge that: -

a) — Academics dealing with or teaching
courses about the politically contentious
aspects of the environment, tend to be rele-
gated to the back of the queue for promotions
and research grants.

b) — Academics tend to identify their own
best interests with those of the political
and corporate establishment.

To me this was the most disturbing phase of
the day's discussion. The fact that a univer—
sity of 14000 could only assemble an audience
of about 100 for this debate seemed to under-—
lie the truth of these assertions. Academics
have to be brought onside in order to lend
credence to the valid arguments of activist
groups, and in order to find a way out of the
social and environmental hole that humanity
is digging for itself. At the moment scienti-
fic "objectivity" appears to be an excuse for
inactivity. This problem permeated the atmos—
phere of the meeting itself, in which all the.
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talk failed to culminate in a single call for
specifi¢ actions., :

NEW STORE OPENS FOR BIRDERS....

"Wild Birds Unlimited” is a newly opened store
catering exclusively to those interested in
birds. It stocks a wide range of bird feeders,
bird houses, bird feed, books, gift items
featuring a bird theme (mugs, tea-tovels, glass
ornaments, etc.), and even a birder's video
game, There are also t-shirts, maps, post-
cards and calendars. John Morton is the owner
for this franchise operation. Why not drop in
and pay him a visit at: 3879 Oak street,
Vancouver, phone: 736-7852.

BOOK REVIEW

By Carla Bosman.

Birds of Vancouver and the Lower Mainland
by Wayne Campbell and Robin Bovey ($9.95).

When reading and looking through field guides
on birding the one question always popped up:
"But which birds can we expect to see in the
Greater Vancouver area?" The answer to that
has just arrived in a 143 page book Birds of
Vancouver and the Lower Mainland, by Campbell
and Bovey with accurate painted illustrations
by Ewa Pluciennik andpublished by Lone Pine
Publishing in Edmonton. It is aimed at the
beginning birdwatcher, but it contains many
interesting anecdotes which the comprehensive
field guides do not provide.

In addition to the illustrated pages on each
bird there are chapters about bird feeders,
nest boxes, and how to make a "mini-habitat"
in the garden with berry bushes and trees.

Also practical is a chapter on what we can ex-
pect to see during the different seasons of the
year. The area covered in the list of birds
stretches from Point Roberts to the islands-

in Howe Sound, east to Langley and Maple Ridge,
and including all of Golden Ears Park.

After getting familiar with the book it is
rewarding to look up more technical details in
Peterson's Field Guide to Western Birds and
the Audubon Society's Master Guide to Birding.

...Count, cont.

hawks, perched with wings spread out to dry
(cormorant fashion).

NATURE NOTES-1st JANUARY, 1990
By Marjorie Griffin.

On New Year's Day, the sunlit open waters of
Minnekhada Marsh were enlivened by the activi-
ties of mallard, bufflehead, wood duck, and a
large flock of common merganser. A great blue
heron stood atop the distant beaver dam.

Enhancing the scene, the sudden appearance
of a bald eagle swooping low over the water,
created a great flurry amongst the waterfowl.

Claiming air space above the High Knoll -

a raven dared to hassle a bald eagle.

All was quiet as we crossed the dyke of the
south facing marsh, save for a marsh-wren who
delivered a scolding from a clump of winter
seared spirea. _

In a mossy, vine-maple thicket, lush with
licorice ferns, a wintering flock of black-
capped chickadees and golden-crowned kinglets
descended almost to ground level in their
search for insects., Berries of the dormant
wild lily-of-the-valley glowed like ruby beads
on the forest floor.

Minnekhada is indeed a park for all seasons.

EDITOR: Christine Hanrahan 464-3744
ASST. EDITOR: Marjorie Griffin 942-5326
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“Hear that Karen? If that's not the cry of a bird of prey,
I'll eat my hat!”’

"Then came old January, wrapped well

In many weeds 2o keep the cold away

Yet did he quake and quiver Like to quell
And Llewe his nayles to warm them if he may;
Fon they wene numled with holding all the day
an hatchet keene, with which he felled wood
and from the trees did Lop the needlesse

spnay.”
From Spensen’ s Faernie Queen




