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Just when we thought we could sneak through
winter without even a hint of the white stuff
we were suddenly inundated with more than
respectable amounts of heavy, wet, tree—bending
snow. Not to worry, however, for spring is
certainly on its way if the behaviour of our
local birds is anything to judge by. Red—tail-
ed Hawks, oblivious to the snow continued thein
aerial courtship displays; Northern Shrikes,
winter visitors to the area, are beginning to
sing; Black-capped Chickadees are giving their
breeding song; and ducks of all species are
starting to pair up. Recently, the Coquitlam
River flowing through Colony Farm was full of
scores of pairs of Mallards. Keeping them
company was a pair of Wood Duck, the male re-
splendent in his spring—fresh colours. Hooded
Mergansers, Gadwall, American Wigeon, . all
were observed paired off. The resident pair
of Bald Eagles near Colony Farm were busy
about their nest a few days ago. And it won't
be long before the area's overwintering birds
begin heading northwards again.

In other news... Mark Haddock, BMN Conserva-
tion Chairman, was busy presenting the Club's
position on Eagle Mountain to both the Port
Moody and the Port Coquitlam Councils. Also
presenting their own, opposing point of view,
at each meeting was the B.C. Forestry Service.
Poco Council voted to support the resolution
put forth by Mayor Weinberg of Anmore calling
for Eagle Mountain to be withdrawn from the
Indian - Pitt Provincial Forest and made into
a regional park instead. Port Moody, at time
of writing, had not voted on the issue. Mark
will be once again putting forth our point of
view and calling for a ban on logging ‘on.::
Eagle Mountain at the Coquitlam Land Use Com-—
mittee meeting on 13 February.

Mark Haddock and Margaret and Brian Waite,
BMN Club members, have been nominated by Port
Moody Council for an Environmental Achievement
Award sponsored by Environment Canada. The
Waites were nominated for their many years
of operating a backyard salmon—enhancement
program. Mark, for his work as a member of
Port Moody's Enviroment Committee and his work
in trying to preserve Eagle Mountain. Congra-
tulations to all three!! We need more dedica-
ted people like the Waites and Haddock.
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CLUBMEETINGS are held every 2nd Tuesday of
the month at 7:30p.m. in Room 1&2 of the
Hyde Creek Recreation Centre in Port Coquitlam.

OUTINGS take place twice a month on Saturday
or Sunday and are held rain or shine. Please
phone outing leader to let him/her know if

you plan to attend.
MEMBERSHIP FEES: Single $15.00
Family $20.00

CLUB EVENTS

Sun. Marjorie Griffin (942-5326) will lead
Feb.18 an outing to the UBC Research Forest.
This will be a general nature walk but with an
emphasis on- tree identification. Meet at Coq.
Park and Ride at 9:30 a.m.

Sat. Field trip to Minnekhada Park. Join us
Mar.3 for a walk around this most interesting
of local parks. The emphasis will be on bird-
watching and if the weather is cooperative

we may see and hear many species, perhaps even
a pygmy owl! Meet at Coq. Park and Ride at
9:30 a.m. Leader: Christine Hanrahan (464-3744).

Tues. Monthly meeting. TBA.
Mar.13
Sun., Field trip to Blackie Spit in Surrey

Mar.18 to look for shorebirds and waterfowl.
Meet at Lougheed Park and Ride -at 9:30 a.m.
Phone leader April Mol (942-2532) for more

information.

Sat. Field trip to Addington Marsh. This
Mar.31 will be a long but interesting walk
around the marsh looking for a wide variety of
birds. Phone Dave Richardson (461-4873)

for more information. Meet at Coq. Park and
Ride at 9:30 p.m.

Members of the Executive — please note:
next Executive meeting will be 6 March,
7:p.m. at the Griffins place. Please phone
if you cannot attend. :
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FIELD TRIP: MUNDY PARK, JAN. 13th

By Anne Holt

In spite of the rainy day our group of six
naturalists had a refreshing walk in Mundy
Park. We started out on the thickly wooded
trail behind the pool and enjoyed the: peace and
serenity of the forest. Somewhere in the open
area above Mundy Lake, in the meadow surround-
ed by alder and vine maple, little brown rab-
bits can be seen feeding on summer evenings.
We continued on the wide main path to Lost Lake
This is the smaller of the two lakes in the
park and because the far end is not accessible
by trail it is a favourite sheltering spot for
ducks. Today, several bufflehead were there.

On returning we followed the spongy path be-
side Mundy Lake. A beautiful contrast of col-
our was seen in the huckleberry bushes growing
there, some having bright green branches, some
bright red. In spring this part of the path
has a lovely display of pink and white Labra-
dor tea bushes in bloom. Sun—dew plants can
also be found thriving in the peaty soil. A
flock of golden—crowned kinglets, hard to see
in the rain, but cheerfullt calling to each
other, were in the cedars beside the trail.

WINTER BIRDS: ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK
By Christine Hanrahan

When out in the Pitt Polder you may have
noticed a large hawk hovering over the fields.
This is the Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus),
one of the winter visitors to this- area .

Breeding in the northern Yukon and across
the Arctic archipelago (Godfrey 1986), this
large buteo descends upon southern B.C. for
the winter where a food supply is more read-
ily available.

Rough-leggeds come in two colour phases:
the more common light phase male has an :abdo-
men barred with dark brown, while his tail
has several narrow bands, dark alternating
with white; the female has the same tail pat-
tern but the bands are wider.

Dark-phase birds appear almost all black
or brownish—black all over except under the
wing where a variable amount of white may
occur. The tail is lightly barred with a
white tip.

Identification is relatively easy in the
field if your see the bird hovering (only
American kestrel and osprey routinely hover).
Dark wrist-marks on the underside of the wing
of the light—-phase birds is also an important
field mark. Fully-feathered legs are also
another visual clue for this is the only

hawk in the area to have this particular
characteristic(ferruginous hawks on the
prairies are the other Canadian hawk having
legs feathered to the toes).

It is interesting to note that, according
to Ehrlich et al (1988) the rough-legged
hawk has larger clutches when lemming popu-
lations are high. They breed on the tundra
or in open coniferous forests in the far
north. Nests are built in trees when avail-
able or on steep slopes, sometimes on the
ground . Their diet is largely insects,
carrion, rodents, occasionally birds.

Look for this buteo species in open fields
at Colony Farm, the Pitt Polder, along De
Boville Slough, and, further afield, at Boun-
dary Bay and in open areas in Delta and Sur-—
rey.

References: Ehrlich, Paul, et al. The Birder's
Handbook, Simon and Schuster, 1988.

Godfrey, Earl. The Birds of
Museums of Canada, 1986.

Canada, National

DRESSED TO KILL

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL....Please note that
your 1990 fees are now due. This
will be the last newsletter you'll

receive - unless you pay up!!!
Single: :$15.00
Family: $20.00

Your membership includes a membership
in the Federation of British Columbia
Naturalists and you will receive their
quarterly publication.



BOOK REVIEW
By Mark Haddock

A Sand County Almanac by Aldo Leopold
(Ballantyne, 1966).

The only good thing about an hour long bus
trip downtown every morning is the chance to
read. Written in 1948, this book is a classic
in a tradition of American conservationist
literature. Often compared to Thoreau and Muir,
Leopold's style is both descriptive and poetic.
He is every bit the naturalist and iscientist
(he was a forestry professor at the University
of Wisconsin),but at the same time is not afraid
of waxing eloquent about the beauty in nature.
His ecological understanding is impressive, but
he sometimes lapses into the professorial "no-
one—understands—-this—but-me" syndrome.

The book begins as a series of reflective,
seasonal musings on the local flora and fauna
at his farm. Several notable essays conclude
the collection, with titles such as "Natural
History", "The Land Ethic", and "Wilderness".
The essays are short — it's a book you can pick
up for awhile and then put down for another
day. It is a challenging read for naturalists
because he seems very much like one of us, but
at the same time is an avid hunter and is credi-
ted with being the founder of "game management"
in the USA. To add further complexity, he was
the founder of the Wilderness Society! Now,
if only B.C. foresters possessed some of Leo-
pold's vision...

ENVIRONMENTAL CHOICE PROGRAM

The Federal Government has been recently working
on choosing and identifying environmentally
friendly products. Called the Environmental
Choice Program, it was created to help Canadian
consumers identify products which contain re-
cycled materials, have maximum energy efficieny,
and which minimize the use of substances hazard-
ous to the environment.

The Federal Environment Minister has appointbd
an independent board to recommend suitable
products which are then reviewed and, if consid-
ered acceptable, are accepted and allowed to
use the Ecologo symbol.

The EcoLogo symbol has been designed to be
easily recognizable; it consists of 3 doves
intertwined in the shape of a maple leaf. All
products identified as environmentally friendly

1) Miscellaneous products from recycled paper
2) Newsprint from recylced paper

3) Low—pollution solvent—based paint

4) Home ventilators using heat recovery

5) cloth diapers

These guidelines are developed by the Environ-
mental Choice Board with the assistance of
the Canadian Standards Association.

If, you would like to receive copies of the
above guidelines and be put on the mailing
list for further information about the Environ-
mental choice program write to:

fMr. Ahmad Husseini

Canadian Standards Association

178 Rexdale Boulevard

Ontario, MOW 1R3
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“I have an uneasy feeling that whilst we’re out spotting
them, they’re back home spotting our washing.”

“THE EARTH, LIKE THE SUN, LIKE THE
AIR, BELONGS TO EVERYONE - AND
TO NO ONE."

will bear this symbol.

As of September 1989 five Environmental
Choice guidelines have been released for pub-
lic comment. They cover:

EDITOR: Christine Hanrahan (464-3744)
ASST. EDITOR: Marjorie Griffin (942-5326)



UPCOMING. ..

MON. Bob Herger, author of the Coast of
Feb.19 British Columbia will present a slide
show and talk at the Coquitlam Public Library,
Poirier branch, at 7:30p.m. Phone 941-9655 for
more information, and to pre-register.

MON. A slide show and talk on Stein: the way
Feb.26 of the River will be presented by Wendy
Wickwire and Michael M'Gonigle at the Poirier
Public Library at 7:45 p.m. Phone 931-2665

or 937-0455 for information and to pre-register

TUES. The VNHS presents a special lecture on
Feb.27 The Behaviour and Ecology of Bats with
Brock Fenton. Time: 8 p.m., at the Italian
Cultural Centre. Phone 228-4665 during work
hours for more information. Cost: $3.00.

THURS. The GVRD presents a workshop on making
Mar. 1 hand-held wildlife calls. This will be
of interest to naturalists, photographers, and
wildlife watchers. Time: 6:3C — 9:00p.m.
Place: Minnekhada Lodge. Cost: $8.00 Please
pre-register by phoning 432-6351. Maximum of
20 people for the workshop.

TUES. NIGHTS: Free Environmental Panel series
Mar.6,13,20 co—sponsored by NWPS. Panelists
include representatives from the environment,
business . and industry, academia and conserva-
tion organizations. Time: 7:30 p.m. Place:
VCC Langara Campus, 100 W. 49th, Vancouver.
Phone 736-8750 for more information.

SAT. The GVRD will hold a workshop on Bunga-—
Mar.31 lows for Birds . Participants will :
visit some of Minnekhada Park's bird boxes and
have the opportunity to learn to make their
own nest boxes. . Time: 10 a.m. —noon, Place:
Minnekhada Lodge, Cost: $12.00 per person

(or construction crew!) Please pre-register by
phoning 432-6351. There will be a maximum of
20 people allowed.
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“Aaaaacaaal Murrayl . . . A spider was In my shoel”

EDWARD ABBEY (1927-1989)

When Ed 'Abbey, self-styled Desert Rat, Cactus
Ed to his friends, died in March 1989, he left
behind a legion of mourning fans. Called a
"thorn in the collective side of despoilers
of wildlands, wildlife, and human freedom and
dignity", he was an iconoclast, "the original
fly in the ointment" (Thomas McGuane), an
irreverent and witty writer whose books
live on forever.

His novel The Monkey—wrench Gang gave rise
to the term 'monkey-wrenching' and-spawned
the radical environmental group Earth First!
whose motto "No Compromise in Defense of
Mother Earth" was one Abbey vigorously sub-—
scribed to. His scathing attacks on develop-—
ers, cattle ranchers, dam—builders, strip-
miners, and everyone else who helped destroy
the earth for profit, earned him as many
detractors as admirers. True to form, however,
he shrugged off criticism and redoubled his
assault.on those he saw as the enemy.

In my own humble opinion =all of his non-
fiction work:iszsuperb. But certainly a
classic in its own right is Desert Solitaire
published in 1968. If you read no other
book this year, read it!! And if you are,
like me, obsessed with the desert, then this
book is definitely for you.

Beyond the Wall,Down the River,Abbey's Road,
The Journey Home ....who can choose among

will

these as the best? Reading Abbey is an ex-
hilerating experience, a reaffirmation of
faith in the belief that we can make a differ-
ence in this world we all share. Reading
Abbey is a tonic to environmental doldrums!
But be warned - he is not a gentle, refined
read. He is something better — he is brash,
bawdy, boisterous, "gloriously unholy", but
above all his writing is a passionate plea

for the defense of our natural world. Read
him!!!  You'll be glad you did.
Let's give Abbey the final word. He is

speaking of wilderness and the necessity to
work to preserve it; of such work he says:
", ..it's good for the woods, it's good for
the earth,and:it's good for the human soul.
Spread the word - and carry on!"

His passing has left us all a little poorer
a little sadder, but his spirit lives on in
everyone who fights for the earth. Long
Live Edward Abbey!

(Christine Hanrahan)

REMEMBER... PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN
MUG TO MONTHLY MEETINGS!!



