



NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING

Tues Dec 10, 7:30pm


Como Lake United Church, 535 Marmont St, Coquitlam


  The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Burke Mountain Naturalists 
will be held on Tuesday December 10th, beginning at 7:30pm*. 


  The AGM will be a brief session which will include electing the 2025 
Board of Directors. The purpose of the Board is to set direction and 
provide governance for our club, and to deal with day-to-day club 
operations. The BMN Board meets via Zoom, usually on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month from 7pm – 8pm (except over the summer). If 
you are interested in putting your name forward for any position, 
please email us at BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com. If you want to know 
more about what is expected and what you can get out of joining the 
BMN Board, please contact Victoria Otton at 604-937-5379 or 
svotton@gmail.com. Being a Board member is a valuable contribution 
to BMN. No experience is required and you might enjoy being part of 
this team.


  All current members of BMN are welcome to attend Board meetings. 
Anyone wishing to attend should contact BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com 
for the agenda and Zoom link. 


  * Please note that although the AGM begins at 7:30pm on December 
10th, there is much more going on that evening. Doors open at 7pm for 
the silent auction, and book and bake sales continue throughout the 
evening.   


ANNOUNCEMENTS

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: Invasive Plant Work Party at Blakeburn 
Lagoons

Tues Nov 5, 9am – noon

  BMN will be working with the City of Port Coquitlam once again to 
remove invasive Himalayan blackberry from the natural areas of this 
park. We will use ladders to get over the fence and we will need 
people on the path to snip long branches and pile them for the City of 
Port Coquitlam to pick up. There will be no digging required! Bring your 
own clippers, loppers and heavy gloves, or if you prefer, use the tools 
that the City will provide.


  Meet at the main entrance of the Park just off the Elbow Place cul-de-
sac, close to the new washrooms. Dress for the weather and the job; 
bring water and a snack. Come for the whole time or just part – every 
effort is appreciated.  Blakeburn Lagoons Park is a wonderful place to 
spend a morning helping our native species. Thank you for 
volunteering!


  Please contact Kathy Leko at kleko@telus.net if you plan on attending 
so the City will know what to bring.


Two Nature-Inspired Art Exhibits at Coquitlam’s Place des Arts


  Until Nov 7, ‘Avifauna’, artist Molly Gray’s ongoing exploration of 
linocut relief prints made to-scale of birds of southern BC. For more 
information, see here. 


  Until December 19, ‘Botanical Stitches’, an exhibition of textile art 
that explores the diverse plant life in gardens, woods and overgrown 
lots, by artist Kirsten Chursinoff. In the Mezzanine of Place des Arts. 
For more information, see here.


BMN Mycology Walk in Mundy Park – Part II

Sat Nov 9, 1pm – 2:30pm 

  The Mycology Walk held on October 26 was so successful we have 
decided to hold another such walk. There are still lots of mushrooms!


  Fall is the best time for mushrooms, and we’ll wander a second time 
through Mundy Park to admire the rich collection of mushrooms. We’ll 
identify what we see using free phone apps such as iNaturalist, 
Shroomify (which doesn’t require data on your phone), and old-
fashioned guidebooks. We’ll also learn how to take spore prints on a 
piece of paper.


  Meet in the semi-circular parking lot off Hillcrest St, just south of 
Winslow, in Coquitlam (near the Mundy Park tot lot). Call Victoria Otton 
(778-960-5776) or email BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com for more 
information or to volunteer your mycological expertise. 


  Note: The walk may be postponed to the afternoon of Sunday 
November 10 if the weather on Saturday looks bad. Check the BMN 
website before heading out.
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‘Fall Funday’ Sunday with the Burnaby Lake Park Association 

Sun Nov 10, 11am – 3pm 

  Members of the Burnaby Lake Park Association are hosting several 
fun family events (including themed guided walks), all held at Piper 
Spit. Free, but registration is required. For information, see the BLPA 
website.


November BMN CLUB MEETING: “An Evening with Map Man, Steve 
Chapman” presented by Steve Chapman

Tues Nov 12, 7:30 pm (in-person meeting at Como Lake United 
Church)

  Long-time BMN member and Coquitlam Search and Rescue volunteer 
Steve Chapman will talk about his transition from the 9-to-5 corporate 
world into the fascinating world of cartography. Learn about how maps 
are created, the challenges, and how our local hiking maps of the Tri-
Cities and Golden Ears came to be. Anyone who knows Steve will know 
that this will be an entertaining presentation!


  Held at Como Lake United Church, 535 Marmont St., Coquitlam. There 
is underground parking (enter from the lane behind the church, which 
can be accessed off Marmont or Gatensbury) and ample street 
parking.


BMN SHOW & SHARE: “Pitt Lake Adventures” presented by Ian 
McArthur

Tues Nov 19, 7:30pm – 8:30pm (via Zoom)

  Over the last few years, Ian McArthur and other BMN members and 
friends have made several trips to remote areas accessed only by boat 
from Pitt Lake, looking for old paths and roads for potential trails to 
viewpoints and waterfalls. Join this Zoom presentation to hear about 
their discoveries. BMN members will be sent a Zoom link closer to the 
date. For more information or the link, contact Ian (imcart@telus.net).


SFU United Way Book Sale

Wed Nov 20, 9am – 7pm

Thurs Nov 21, 9am – 4pm

  Two days of a massive sale of used books of all sorts, with all 
proceeds going to the United Way. CDs, LPs, DVDs and board games 
will also be sold. The Spring Book Sale raised more than $16,000! BMN 
member Jeff Rudd is the organizer of the sale, and many of his 
volunteers are not only BMNers but also nearly always repeat 
volunteers! The Sale is a lot of fun and a great place to do all your 
Christmas shopping.


  Volunteers are desperately needed! Free parking and a free coffee or 
tea are available for volunteers. And donations of books, CDs, LPs, 
DVDs and games are much appreciated. Please contact Jeff Rudd to 
volunteer for a few hours or for more details.


  Sale is held indoors at the Burnaby Campus, North Concourse of the 
Academic Quadrangle.


VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: BMN Water Quality Monitoring Projects

Sun Nov 24, 9am – 10am

  The usual day for these sessions is the last Sunday of the month, but 
the date is weather dependent. Check with the leaders for meeting 
places, dates and times. New volunteers are welcome! Monthly 
monitoring is done concurrently at two locations:


  Como Lake – contact Liz Thunstrom (elizabeththunstrom@telus.net)


  Lost Lake and Mundy Lake in Mundy Park – contact Chris & Evelyn 
Thomson (ecco@telus.net)


 


December BMN CLUB MEETING: Annual General Meeting and Silent 
Auction 

Tues Dec 10, 7pm – 9pm (in-person meeting at Como Lake United 
Church)

  This is the annual fundraiser evening for BMN. This year, partial 
proceeds will be donated to two local wildlife rehabilitation groups, 
Critter Care and OWL Rehab. For details on the silent auction, book and 
bake sales, please see the information in the accompanying box. 


  In addition to the silent auction, bake and book sales, BMN will hold 
its Annual General Meeting. This is a brief session in which officers for 
the coming year are elected. There is always room for new faces on 
the Executive. There are several Member-at-Large positions which 
provide an opportunity to learn how the Executive operates, and to 
contribute to BMN without requiring a huge commitment in time or 
energy.


  The AGM will be followed by Ian McArthur’s annual “The Year in 
Review” presentation, a highlight of the year, showcasing BMN events 
from throughout 2024. If you have photos of BMN events please send 
them to Ian at imcart@telus.net before November 30.


  Held at Como Lake United Church, 535 Marmont St. Coquitlam. There 
is underground parking (enter from the lane behind the church, which 
can be accessed off Marmont or Gatensbury) and ample street 
parking.


2024 Christmas Bird Count (CBC) 

Sat Jan 4 2025

  Our local Count is called the ‘Pitt Meadows Count’, and coordinators 
for teams to cover areas on both sides of the Pitt River are gearing up.


  If you’ve participated in the past, you’ll likely be contacted again this 
year; if you’ve never participated in a CBC, but want to, please email 
BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com. For more information, see the article in 
this newsletter.


Join ‘Project FeederWatch’

Nov 1 – Apr 30

  If you feed wild birds over the winter, this is an easy and interesting 
way to track who comes to your feeder, and to contribute to a dataset 
of bird distribution and abundance across Canada and the USA. For a 
donation to Birds Canada (any amount, and tax-receiptable), you can 
record bird visitors online and compare what you see from year to 
year. Project FeederWatch is operated by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
and Birds Canada. For even more info, see feederwatch.org.


See the BMN website for more events.
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Welcome to New Members

By Brian Wormald


We are very pleased to welcome the following new members to 
the club. Please look out for them at the next meeting or hike 
and extend your own personal welcome.	 


Port Coquitlam:

• Huiying Lu (2 October)


Coquitlam:

• Alannah Wright (2 October)


Port Moody:


• Julie Snow (15 October)


• Marianne Dawson (28 October)


https://burnabylakepark.ca/2024/10/27/fall-sunday-funday-with-the-blpa/
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https://www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/news-events/calendar/


   

Salmon Come Home

By Edie Kernighan


  On Sunday, October 27, BMN participated in Salmon Come Home, 
sponsored by the Hoy Creek Hatchery and the City of Coquitlam, along 
with other local environmental groups. Despite the intermittent rain, 
we managed to set up our displays and keep reasonably dry. The 
weather did not deter the crowds who stopped by to learn more about 

DeBoville, BMN and 
bats. John shared his 
extensive knowledge of 
bats and captured the 
attention of people from 
every age, from toddlers 
to seniors. It was great 
to be part of this 
community event and a 
wonderful way to spend an 
afternoon in the fresh air, celebrating the return of the salmon. Please 
consider volunteering for future BMN community events - it is a fun 

way to promote our club 
and the work we do to 
advocate for the 
environment.
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          Salmon at Large! Photo: Edie Kernighan

BMN’s December Fundraiser-

How You Can Help

Tues Dec 10, 7pm – 9pm 
(Como Lake United Church)

  The BMN Silent Auction will run throughout the evening, 
accompanied by musical entertainment and festive treats to enjoy. We 
aim to have a wide selection of auction items in a range of prices, ideal 
as gifts for people on your list or for yourself. 


  Your donated items are needed and appreciated. Suggestions 
include nature-themed articles, handmade items, gift cards for local 
stores and services, gift baskets or other items that would be of 
interest to naturalists. Is there a local business that you frequent? 
Consider asking if they would be willing to donate a gift basket or gift 
card. In exchange for their contribution, we will publish their business 
name and their donation on our Facebook and Twitter accounts, web 
site, and our January members’ newsletter. Please contact Edie 
Kernighan at ekernighan@gmail.com if you have items to donate to the 
Silent Auction.


  Consider donating your time, talents and other services. In past 
actions, we’ve had: kayak trips and picnics, sewing and photography 
lessons, an authentic Japanese cooking lesson in your own home, and 
more. What could YOU offer? Please contact Edie Kernighan at 
ekernighan@gmail.com if you have a service of some sort to offer.


  Can you donate baked goods or preserves? One of the biggest 
income generators at past auction evenings is the baked goods table. 
Snap up a variety of tasty treats to serve over the holidays! If you do 
some special baking (candies, loaves, cookies, bars, etc.) at this time of 
year, please make a bit extra and donate it to the auction. If you can 
donate to the bake sale, please contact Kathy Leko at kleko@telus.net.


  There will be a used book sales table with nature-themed books 
selling for very low prices. If you have any nature-themed books that 
you would like to contribute to the sales table, bring them along or 
contact Jeff Rudd at rudd@sfu.ca for pickup.


  We will be having a 50/50 draw again this year, which is a raffle 
lottery in which the prize is one half the value of all tickets sold during 
the evening. Tickets will be $2 each or 3 for $5. Your odds of winning 
will be very good, so be sure to bring along cash to purchase your 
tickets.


  For a successful auction, it’s important to have a good selection of 
items, but it’s just as important to have people there to bid generously 
on the items. Bring your friends and neighbours to a fun and festive 
evening. You will find some great deals at our silent auction and the 
money goes to a very worthwhile local cause! Everyone is welcome.


  NOTE: Doors open early at 7pm for browsing and bidding.


James Bobick - Wondrous 
Trees. Photo: Edie 

David Mounteney - Friends 
of DeBoville Slough.  
Photo: Edie Kernighan


John Saremba with Ian 
McArthur and Nancy Furness. 
Photo: Edie Kernighan


John Saremba - BMN “Batman”. 
Photo: Edie Kernighan


Jeff Rudd - Maple 
Creek Streamkeepers. 
Photo: Edie Kernighan
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A Local Perspective on the 
Climate Crisis

By Laura Dupont, BMN Member at Large


  In the midst of October’s atmospheric river I took the opportunity to 
fly from Vancouver to Ottawa for a short trip. 


  As I left Coquitlam-Port Coquitlam, some of our community’s roads 
and homes were in the process of flooding. Raging rivers were spilling 
their banks, woody debris was being swept into waterways and 
jamming up at undersized culverts and municipal infrastructure was 
being tested to its limits.


  People were in the process of losing their homes, belongings and 
more importantly their lives. My heart goes out to the families and 
friends of Port Moody teacher Sonya McIntyre, whose home was 
washed away in a landslide, and also to those of Robert Belding who 
likely drowned after being swept into the Coquitlam River while trying 
to save a dog.


  After landing in Ottawa, I was expecting the trees to be in their full, 
fall glory and the weather to be cool. Growing up on the Prairies I 
always enjoyed snow and I had hoped I might see some there. It was 
not to be. Instead, the weather was unseasonably warm at 24 degrees, 
double what the temperature normally is at that time of year. 


  From the frying pan into the fire – sort of. 


  We know the planet is warming more quickly than scientists thought, 
that cannot be denied. Biodiversity loss and ecosystem collapse is 
happening at an alarming rate. 


  Individuals, families and communities are the ones to bear the rising 
costs of the climate crisis. Disruptions to the supply chain result in 
increased costs to consumers. We all end up paying more for 
groceries, fuel, consumer goods, housing and definitely our insurance 
bills.  In a CBC article by Andre Mayer, “From chocolate to home 
insurance, climate change is making life more expensive”, the 
Insurance Bureau of Canada points out that between 2001-2010 they 
paid out an average of $675 million/year due to extreme weather. From 
2010-2020 those costs rose to $2 billion/year and for 2022 and 2023 it 
was $3 billion.


  That is quite the trajectory.


  Local governments will pick up the tab for the damage that is done 
following extreme weather events. Some forward-thinking 
communities are holding the fossil fuel industry accountable by 
supporting the ‘Sue Big Oil’ campaign, one that the Burke Mountain 
Naturalists have shown support for.


  I believe it is pragmatic fiscal governance to hold profitable polluters 
accountable.


  There is so much more we can do however, to make our communities 
more resilient.  We need to work together now to tackle the climate 
risks we face. When communities lead it sends a message to our 
leaders to take the climate crisis more seriously.  


The Homegrown National Park

(as posted on the Nature Vancouver website)


By Jim Scott


  People feel a longing for a connection to the natural world. Instead of 
enjoying nature as a way of life, we fill our daily lives with all sorts of 
uninspiring, attention-robbing activities – entertainment, shopping, 
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

Audubon Christmas Bird Count 

on Saturday, January 4, 2025

By Victoria Otton and Jennifer Tayes 


  It’s time once again for the Audubon Christmas Bird Count. The local 
portion of the 2024 Count will be held on Saturday, January 4. As we’ve 
been doing for the past 28 years, BMN will team up with birders in Pitt 
Meadows and our results will be pooled and submitted to the large 
database maintained by Bird Studies Canada (the Canadian organizer of 
the Audubon Count). This long-term dataset is used to track trends in 
wintering bird populations and make conservation decisions (e.g., where 
to create Important Bird Areas to protect wintering habitats).


  BMN usually fields 12 teams of birders on the west side of the Pitt River 
who cover areas like DeBoville Slough, Colony Farm, Minnekhada, parts 
of the Coquitlam River, and even little Como Lake. This year, BMN is also 
overseeing the Count in areas to the east of the Pitt River which has 10 
teams. Teams on this side will be sent off to hot birding sites like Grant 
Narrows, the Alouette Dykes, and Kanaka Creek. You are welcome to join 
any of the teams, and you don’t need to be a good birder – sharp eyes 
are always needed and the expert birders on your team will take care of 
the identification. 


  If you live within the official Count Circle (which encompasses the area 
within a 24-km circle centred on Sheridan Hill in Pitt Meadows), you can 
participate from home by counting bird numbers and species at your 
feeders.   


  If you are interested in joining or leading a survey team on the Pitt 
Meadows side, please contact Jennifer Tayes at jtayes@shaw.ca. If you 
prefer to join a team on the Tri-Cities side, please contact Victoria Otton 
at svotton@gmail.com.  If you want more info, give Victoria a call at 
778-960-5776.


  BMN members 
and their families 
and friends are 
welcome to 
participate! 
Please spread the 
word! 


On a typical Count, 
black-capped 
chickadees are about 
20-times more 
common than 
Chestnut-backed 
chickadees like this 
one. Photo: Jolene 
Bonhomme 

A team of birders 
survey the area 
along the DeBoville 
Slough on last 
year’s Count. 
Photo: Paul Steeves

https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/climate-change-inflation-1.7155668#:~:text=Business-,From%20chocolate%20to%20home%20insurance%2C%20climate%20change%20is%20making%20life,is%20making%20life%20more%20expensive.
https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/climate-change-inflation-1.7155668#:~:text=Business-,From%20chocolate%20to%20home%20insurance%2C%20climate%20change%20is%20making%20life,is%20making%20life%20more%20expensive.
https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/climate-change-inflation-1.7155668#:~:text=Business-,From%20chocolate%20to%20home%20insurance%2C%20climate%20change%20is%20making%20life,is%20making%20life%20more%20expensive.
https://naturevancouver.ca/the-homegrown-national-park/
mailto:jtayes@shaw.ca
mailto:svotton@gmail.com


   
doomscrolling, and, of course, nonstop work. Nature is over there in 
some far-away nature preserve or national park, and we’re over here 
eking out an existence in the city or suburbs.


  What if we could bring the natural world to our own yards? What if we 
could connect our yards in such a way that we create a kind of 
continuation of our national parks, where nature is restored and we 
can be right in the middle of it all?


  This is precisely the vision of Douglas W. Tallamy, a professor in the 
Department of Entomology and Wildlife Ecology at the University of 
Delaware. What he calls the “Homegrown National Park” is explained 
in his book, Nature’s Best Hope: A New Approach to Conservation That 
Starts in Your Yard (Timber Press). And if you’re reluctant to read the 
whole book, there’s a snappy video summarizing the main ideas: 
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/whats-the-rush/.


  Tallamy argues that by “renaturing” homeowners’ backyards en 
masse with native plants, a giant wildlife corridor can be created, a 
20-million-acre area larger than the combined acreage of the 
Everglades, Yellowstone, Yosemite, Grand Teton, Canyonlands, Mount 
Rainier, North Cascades, Badlands, Olympic, Sequoia, Grand Canyon, 
Denali, and Great Smoky Mountains National Parks. Such a mega park 
could be created if all landowners in the United States converted just 
half their lawns to productive native-plant communities. Clearly, 
Tallamy’s idea of a Homegrown National Park applies equally well to 
Canada—or pretty much anywhere else in the world.


  But why is such a crazy idea so attractive? Well, obviously, it allows 
us to enjoy nature in a beautiful backyard. More importantly, however, 
it enables us to restore ecosystems, the intricate interconnections 
between native plants, insects, geography, and the humans and other 
animals whose lives depend on their interplay. In other words, 
restoring nature in our own backyard is good for the world, and what’s 
good for the world is good for us, too. Tallamy is telling us that we 
don’t need to wait for government to do something to correct 
ecological degradation; we have the ability to do this ourselves.


  My wife and I have been thinking about our own yard for several 
years. It started in the summer of 2021, when the heat dome brought 
unprecedented temperatures approaching 40 degrees Celsius. As a 
result, our lawn turned to brown stubble and struggled to recover long 
afterward. That’s when we began looking for a draught-resistant and 
low-maintenance lawn substitute. The following year, we got rid of our 
monoculture grass and replaced it with Bee Turf™ from West Coast 
Seeds, a seed combination that provides a steady rotation of different 
low-growing, flowering plants from early spring and on into the fall. 


  More recently, after we learned about Tallamy’s concept of the 
Homegrown National Park, we decided that our next step would be to 
purchase native plants from the Fraser Valley Conservancy, focusing on 
shrubs that would attract pollinators and birds. We’re excited to see 
what will come of our new additions: Red-flowering Currant, Pacific 
Ninebark, Oceanspray, Saskatoon, Chokeberry, Common Snowberry, 
and Evergreen Huckleberry. These are our first steps in creating a 
Canadian Homegrown National Park.


  If everyone were to do something similar in their own yards, even if 
it’s just a plant or two, think of the healing that it would bring not only 
for the land but also for our culture. Renaturing is a way we can 
reclaim our own attention and spend it on things that really matter. 
Join us!


Some of Our Local Owls

By Catherine Ho

  I sometimes hear a Barred Owl’s call, “Who cooks for you? Who cooks 
for you all” in my neighbourhood, and I finally had a face-to-face 
encounter with it! While I was walking my dog, a whole bunch of crows 
were having quite a commotion. I knew that there must be something 
to it, and lo and behold an amazing Barred Owl was perching right in 
front of me, less than 2 meters away! According to the Merlin app, the 
beautiful Barred Owl favours large, mature forests with deciduous and 
coniferous trees, often near water; they hunt small animals at night but 
they are more active during the day than other owls.


Mundy Mycology Walk

By Victoria Otton


  Perhaps you’ve noticed that there is a bumper crop of mushrooms 
this fall. To take advantage of this, BMN held a mycology walk in 
Mundy Park on October 26, with 15 participants. Our goal was to try to 
identify some of the commonest mushroom species. This was not a 
foraging trip, and in fact, removing mushrooms or anything else from 
our parks is prohibited. 


  None of us was a mushroom expert, but it seemed that every one of 
the participants knew something about mushrooms. We pooled our 
knowledge and arrived at some basic discoveries.


  Jeff Rudd briefly described how to take spore prints (the colour of the 
spores can be an important clue for species identification) and showed 
us some beautiful examples he ‘had prepared earlier’. 


  With more than 10,000 species in BC, mushroom identification – 
especially to the species level – is extremely tricky. We recognized that 
some mushrooms have gills and others had pores under their caps – a 
basic starting point for identification. To view underneath the cap 
without damaging the mushroom, we used a dental mirror that Jeff 
provided, or practiced taking photos with our phones (phone in ‘selfie’ 
mode on the ground underneath the cap). Often, several mushrooms 
had been knocked over and we had no hesitation in picking these up 
for closer examination. How the gills are attached to the stalk (“stipe”) 
is another key point to aid identification. Whether the mushroom is 
growing on the ground or on wood is also important to note.


  We used  iNaturalist and Shroomify (both apps are free) for potential 
identifications. One of the handiest tools was a slim guidebook brought 
along by Nick Heath  called “Common Mushrooms of the Northwest” 
by J. Duane Sept. What is good about this book is that it has only the 
commonest species (as the title promises) and is written for the 
beginner mycologist with excellent photos. Another source of 
information we were directed to is a facebook group called “Pacific 
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Barred Owl. Photo: Catherine Ho


https://homegrownnationalpark.org/whats-the-rush/
https://inaturalist.ca/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mushroom.shroomify&hl=en_CA&pli=1


   
Northwest Mushroom Identification Forum”. I’ve joined this group, and 
have enjoyed looking at local finds and reading the experts’ best 
guesses at identification and why.


  The time went so 
quickly on our walk that 
we decided to hold 
another Mundy Mycology 
Walk (Part II), and start 
this second walk roughly 
where we ended on the 
trail in October.


  This second walk is 
planned for Sat Nov 9 
from 1pm – 2:30 pm, but 
will be weather-
dependent. Heavy rain or 
winds will prevent the 
walk from going ahead, 
so be sure to check the 
BMN website for updates 
if the weather is iffy on 
Nov 9. Meet between the 
tot lot and the crescent-
shaped parking lot off 
Hillcrest St, just south of 
Winslow. This 
parking lot 
will likely be 
full on a 
Saturday, but 
there is 
another larger 
lot just to the 
north off 
Hillcrest.
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The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is 

a member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists). 

BMN is a registered non-profit Society with charitable income status.

Our objectives are:

•   to promote the enjoyment of nature

•   to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of,  our environment

•   to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas,

     particularly local areas

•   to actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the natural world


President: Phil Buchan, pbuchan@mac.com (604-329-5537)   

Vice President: Brian Wormald, brian@wormald-online.com (604.537.3717)

Treasurer: Edie Kernighan, ekernighan@gmail.com (604.937.0958)

Past President: Ian McArthur, imcart@telus.net (604-939-4039) 


Recording Secretary: Vacant

Members-at-Large: James Bobick (bobickjay@gmail.com), Laura Dupont 
(lauradupont@shaw.ca), Elaine Golds (elaine.golds@gmail.com), Kathy Leko 
(kleko@telus.net), Victoria Otton (svotton@gmail.com), Jeff Rudd (rudd@sfu.ca)

Membership Secretary: Brian Wormald, brian@wormald-online.com (604.537.3717)

BC Nature Club Representative:

Victoria Otton, svotton@gmail.com (604.937.5379)

Education and Conservation Committee:  
Lori Austin, lorikaustin100@gmail.com  

Nature and Feeder Watch:

Liz Thunstrom, elizabeththunstrom@telus.net (604.939.9571)

BMN-Friends of DeBoville Slough Committee: 

2fodbs.bmn@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Joëlle Régnier, BMNnewsletter@gmail.com

Newsletter Design:  Catherine Ho, catherineymho@icloud.com 

BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August)

“Discover Nature in the Tri-Cities” 2015, (40 pages) a children’s nature guide; 
available on our website (40 pages) and from local libraries 

Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough,

Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor

Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Regional Park and Area, DeBoville Slough,

Como Lake, The Herons of Colony Farm and our checklist for the Colony Farm Park 
birds

Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough 

Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System: 1994, (121 pages)  
is available on our website

Our Backyard Wilderness: A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992, 

(23 pages, plus appendices) available at Coquitlam Poirier Library

The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”, 

by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages available on our 
website www.bmn.bc.ca

DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter

Saturday, November 30, 2024


Send articles to: bmnnewsletter@gmail.com


Burke Mountain Naturalists 
Membership (JANUARY TO DECEMBER)


MEMBERSHIP CAN BE RENEWED:

• Online at: https://www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/membership/ 


using Interac®, a credit card or Paypal®, under the tab named “Get Involved”.

• Mail a cheque to BMN, P.O. Box 52540, R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4

If you are contemplating switching to “electronic” payment, we urge you to use “eTransfer” in 
preference to PayPal. It’s easier AND saves your club money. There are NO charges incurred for you OR 
the club for these bank transfers.

Members receive ten monthly newsletters that cover BMN activities, local issues and events.

Membership also includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC.

BMN is a registered non-profit society with charitable income status.


Name(s): __________________________________________________________

(Family adults at the same address)


Name(s): __________________________________________________________

(Family children under 19)


Address: __________________________________________________________


City: _____________________________Postal Code: ______________________


E-mail: ___________________________________________________________


$33 for an individual 
  $40 for a Family Membership


Send your nature sightings to Liz at: elizabeththunstrom@telus.net

Three of June Lussier’s photos of mushrooms seen in Mundy Park (no firm 
identifications were obtained). Photo: June Lussier
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