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Wise words to ponders....

"[ ike winds and sunsets, wild things wenre
taken fon granted until progress began Lo

do away with them. Now we face the question
whethen a s200 highern ' standard of Living’
i wonth its cost in things natural, wild,
and free. Fon us of the minornity, the oppon-
tunity to see the geese it mone impontanit
than telepision, and the chance to find a
pasque-flowen 15 a night as inalienable as
free speech.”

-Faome A Sand County Almanac, 1948, by
Abldo Leopold,

SOUNDS OF THE OUTDOORS: INDOORS

By Carla Bosman

When wet winter weather makes it tempting
to stay indoors it is still possible to
enjoy the sounds of summer with the help of
audio tapes and CD's. They are made in
Canada under the name "Solitudes'" and among
the 22 titles are: '"Among the giant trees
of the Pacific Coast”, "Spring morning on
the prainies”, "Storm and night on a wilden-
ness Lake in Ontarnio”, "Among the ponds and
stneams of Niagarna”, and "Niagara Falls,
the gonge and glen”.

The sounds of the wildlife species featured
are listed in chronological order and be-
cause the stereo sound is perfect the result
is an atmosphere of tranquility and relax-—
ation, yet with a sense of adventure.

Other titles to pique one's curiousity
are "Among the mountain canyons” and "fliking
oven the Highlands”.

The tapes and CD's are available in Cody's
Bookstores.

More "Solitude" Titles

-By canoe to Loon Lake

—Night in a southern swamp
—Sailing to a hidden cove
—Don't feed the alligators
—Trade Wind Islands Rainforest
—Coastal storm

CLUB MEETINGS are held every 2nd Tuesday
of the month at 7:30 p.m. in Room 1 & 2 of
the Hyde Creek Recreation Centre in Port
Coquitlam.

OUTINGS take place twice a month on Saturday
or Sunday. Outings are held rain or shine.
Please phone outing: leader to let him/her
know if you plan to attend.

Bring a lunch!
MEMBERSHIP FEES:

Single: $10.00
Family: $15.00

SISISISISISISSISISISISSSISSISSSISIISISISISISISSSSISSERISISISISISSISISISISSSSY
ik CLUB EVENTSH*¥3%

SAT. Field trip to Reifel Refuge in Ladner
18 NOV. to see the Snow Geese. Meet Leader
April Mol (942-2532) at Lougheed Park and Ride
at: 9:00 a.m. Dress Warmly and bring a lunch.

SUNZ Field trip to DeBoville Slough. Meet
37DEC.. at Coquitlam Park and Ride at 10:00
a.m. Join leader Christine Hanrahan (464-

3744) for a general nature walk along the
slough. Bring a lunch in case we extend our
walk past lunchtime.

TUES. Club meeting. TBA.
12 DEC.
NOTE: The field trip on Dec. 3 will be our

last for 1989. Hope to see all of you on
the 1990 outings!

THE BMN CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

Join us for the Dec. 12 club meeting when we
will be holding a raffle (tickets 25¢ each)

to raise money to buy an acre of tropical
rainforest — our BMN Christmas contributd:on
to helping preserve the environment.

We hope to raise $25.00 and here is how you
can help and have some fun too!

We are asking all club members to bring one*
or more gift(s) (as many as you can!), wrapped,
which will go into a gift-bag from which draws
will be made.

qThe gifts need not be fancy, elaborate, or
expensive! Perhaps you have a gift given you
by Aunt Matilda that you have never used -or
wanted! —wrap it up and donate it to us.
(Cont. p. 4)



LYNX FAMILY ON EAGLE MOUNTAIN
By Mark Haddock

The last Sunday in September a friend from
Whitehorse, who was feeling deprived of big
trees since living in the Yukon, asked if I
would take him up to Fagle Mountain to see
the old growth yellow cedar and Douglas fir
forest. We drove up the Hydro Substation
Road, contemplating walking up the logging
roads beyond; however, the number of motor
bikes and four wheel drives quickly discour-
aged us from this route. Turning back we
simultaneously saw a young animal about the
size of a small spaniel, but huskier, on the
roadway.

The first thing I noticed was its gait -
it walked differently than any animal I had
seen before. It had thick, muscular legs
and the head profile suggested it was of the
cat family. As we slowly approached, it
crossed the road. We then saw another the
very same size on the opposite side of the
road. Both animals stopped and stared. The
markings on their faces, their tufted ears
and the tails longer and more pointed than
a bobcat's, made us realize we were looking
at two young lynx. We were only about 10
yards away and got a good long look. We
could hear the mother lynx crying to her
cubs from the alder forest.

Realizing that we might be separating the
lynx who crossed the road from its sibling
and mother, we quickly moved on, only moments
before a four-by—four came charging up the
road completely oblivious. Noting the prox-
imity of the lynx to this type of traffic
and to the subdivisions climbing the mountain,
my friend asked: "How come when I see some-—
thing like that I feel thrilled, but sad at
the same time?" We hoped the noise and
traffic sent them back up and over Eagle
Mountain.

The following is respectfully dedicated
to the boys with their toys who 'won' the
right to hunt in the area north of De Boville
Slough!!

The Hunter

By Ogden Nash

The hunter crouches in his blind
'"Neath camouflage of every kind,
And conjures up a quacking noise
To lend allure to his decoys.
This grown-up man, with pluck and luck,
Ts hoping to outwit a duck.

PILGRIMAGE TO CARMANAH
By Marjorie Griffin

There are not too many events that entice me
to vacate my bed at 4 a.m. A recent day trip
to the Carmanah Valley, an area of old growth
forest, home to the tallest trees in Canada
and the tallest known Sitka spruce in the
world, was certainly a rare event.

We drove to Tsawassen Ferry Terminal by the
light of a full moon and joined our fellow
'pilgrims' at sunrise for the 7 a.m. sailing
to Swartz Bay.

This trip was organized by the Sierra Club.
A well informed member and a chartered bus
was awaiting our arrival. The Carmanah Valley
is about 150 km. north-west of Victoria. The
estimated driving time from Victoria or Nanai-
mo is 3% to 4 hours.

The route took us through Duncan and after
the town of Lake Cowichan access is by log-—
ging road. Along the route there were many
examples of bad forestry practice. For
example we saw a plantation of Douglas fir,
all showing signs of distorted growth. These
trees had been planted in the wrong habitat
and are growing too fast.

The rugged road eventually afforded us
beautiful views of fjord-like Nitinat Lake and
glimpses of the Pacific Ocean. By contrast,
we were soon viewing vast areas of clear cut
logging, and vistas of charred stumps, remin-
iscent of a war zone. A war had taken place,
a war against nature.

No time to fret, however, as finally we had
arrived at the trail-head for the trek into
the bottomlands bordering Carmanah Creek.

We were fortunate to have a sunny day for
the descent of the forested slopes . Here
western red cedar and western hemlock were
dominant. Some areas of the trail were ex-—
ceedingly muddy and steep. The tree-—roots
were a constant threat to my equilibrium!

Finally after some 40 minutes of slip slid-
ing around, we were rewarded by the joyous
sound of Carmanah Creek, and our first site
of the Sitka spruce.' Trees so tall, their
tops were out of sight. Great spreading
boughs, draped with moss were backlighted by
autumnal sunlight. Nothing appeared to be
overcrowded in this ancient forest.

Carmanah hillsides provide shelter for the
shallow-rooted spruce, and the creek deposits
fertile soil for optimum growing conditions.

To walk the length of a 230 foot overthrown

giant is to fully realize their immense
size. Carmanah is not just big trees. It is
an area of lush, vibrant growth. It is a

pristine creek that meanders over smooth grey
stones, then gathers pace tumbling through
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' rocky canyons, to become lucid in emerald FIELD TRIP: EAGLE MOUNTAIN
pools. It is a dynamic ecosystem developed over

thousands of years.

By Christine Hanrahan

It is my wish that the Carmanah Valley be Heavy rain and grey skies on a gloomy-looking
fully protected from logging and added to the Sunday morning, Oct. 22, didn't deter the 9
Pacific Rim National Park. hardy souls who gathered for a hike up Eagle

Mountain.
The following is an extract from a Sierra Looming approximately 4200 feet above the
Club Bulletin: shores of Buntzen Lake, the mountain contains
Up Carmanah Creek a fine stand of old-growth forest: Douglas

*Until a public outcry reached Parliament Lixy red ceda? and yellow cedar predominate,
Hill, MacMillan Bloedel and the B.C. Forest T (el Wt steeplylthrough second-
Service were rushing to log Carmanah's heri- growth forest for about 1z to 2 hours befo§e
tage trees. Today they propose leaving a emerging into a clear—cut. On the other side

big-tree reserve of 538 hectares, while they Of the logged'area is tbe old-growth. At the
log the 6700 hectare watershed. risk of sounding dramatic I have to say that

entering the stand of ancient trees towering
cathedral-like above our heads was awe—inspir-
ing! The very quality of the forest felt
different. Looking at the moss—-covered trunks
it was humbling to realize that these trees
were old when Izaak Walton wrote his "Complete
Angler", when Samuel Pepys was keeping his

*Logging the watershed threatens the ecologi-
~cal integrity of the big—tree reserve, .
destroys the valley ecosystem and isolates
the heritage trees inside an industrial
landscape. That's like hanging an Emily Carr
painting in a public dump.

#*Carmanah is a rare unlogged rainforest water-

shed. It cradles forests of global ecologi- fiW;“S 213r§, Whﬁn Bozweil wai W{itingfh%s h—
cal significance, ife of Johnson", and when the 'Age of Tec

*SOLUTION: Add Carmanah Valley to Pacific anogy' e but a faint glimmer in our collec-
Rim Park. tive consciousness.

Given all that then, it is indeed sad that
these very trees have been slated for logging

MAKE YOUR LETTERS COUNT sometime in the next few years. Our field trip
Write your elected officials and let them know was specifically to view the old-growth and to
Paw you feel about Carmanah. try to determine the age of some of these
9 Premier Bill Vander Zalm trees.
Parliament Buildings, To that end we had with us Randy Stoltmann,
Victoria, B.C V8V 1X4 author of "The Hiking Guide to the Big Trees

q Prime Minister Brian Mulroney of British Columbia" and his trusty increment
Botise 6f Commomns borer with which he took core samples from
Ottawa. Ont KlA 0A6 a number of trees, mostly yellow cedar. On

’ L )

. . L average, he determined that they were roughly
9 Lucien Bouchard, Federal Environment Mimister 1050 years old!

House of Commons,

Ottawa, Ont. K1A OA6 We paused for lunch on a rocky outcrop which

provided incredible views across to Vancouver.
From where we were perched we could pick out
Carmanah road access and trail guide map is ob- |Lion's Gate Bridge, Stanley Park, part of the
tainable from: Western Canada Wilderness Commit- North Shore, and if the day had been clearer
tee, 20 Water Street. Vancouver. I'm sure we would have seen Vancouver Island.

1&@@@ We were in fact quite lucky that the clouds
lifted when they did, affording us the view
because they quickly descended again enshroud-
ing the forest in mist. .

After lunch half the party returned home
while the rest stayed on to take more core
samples. I was with the descending party
having regretfully concluded that I was no
Halvor Lunden, capable of hiking the mountain
without effort! Au contraire, I was the last
one up the trail, and the last one down.

However, to compensate for leaving the lush
beauty of the old-growth we were rewarded by -
the sight of two black bears lumbering out
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Meanwhile, back in the Pacific Northwest. . .




BMN ‘Raffle Cont.

Someone else may consider it a treasure. The
gifts can be 'cute', funny, serious, homemade,
freebies (such as posters) picked up somewhere,
wvhatever. We require only that they be in
'good taste', inexpensive, and, if food, not
homemade.

flUse your imagination.
Help our club buy a worthwhile gift.

NOTE: The acre of rainforest will be bought
through the World Wildlife Fund's Guardian of
the Rainforest program.

Bring your money.
Have fun!

Fagle Mountain Cont.

of the old-growth just below the point where
we had stopped for lunch.

Given the rain that fell steadily all day
it isn't surprising that we saw so few birds.
However, among those heard or seen were dark-
eyed juncos, American robins, flickers,
ravens, golden—crowned kinglets, and one
accipiter species which suddenly flew from a
perch above the trail and instantly vanished
into the trees.

While we hiked only a short way into the
old-growth, and climbed to only about 3000 feet
the trail continues onwards to the peak then
descends down to Buntzen Lake making for a
»ood all-day hike.

The trail we followed has a tendency to be-
come very muddy during periods of heavy rain
especially if combined with heavy usage. But
the worst part was near the clear—cut; the
first part of the trail was fine, even in the
rain. And everyone who uses this trail should
stop for a moment and give thanks to Halvor
Lunden who over the years, and often alone,
has developed and maintained the trail system
on Fagle Mountain.

So... we owe it to Halvor, to the 1000 year
old trees, to ourselves, to future generations,
to make sure that Eagle Mountain is preserved
in its present state. It must not be clear
cut. If you want to see the mountain saved
then grab your pen and write to:

Dick Doerksen, Regional Operations Manager

Chilliwack District Office,
9850 S. McGrath Rd.,
Rosedale, B.C. VOX 1XO
Send copies to:
fiClaude Richmond, Minister of Forests
Parliament Buildings,
Victoria, B.C. V8V 1X4

REMEMBER. . . .BRING YOUR OWN CUP TO THE
MEETINGS!

‘I’s strange you know, but the only time I ever see these
pink and purple blackbirds is on club outings.”

UPCOMING. . .

TUES. Northwest Wildlife Preservation Society
2INOV. (NWPS) presents the last of Tues. eve.
programs. Join them for 2 lectures on:
"Livestock —Guardian Dogs: A Natural Alterna-—
tive?' and 'Wildlife Viewing in B.C.'.

Place: Pacific Cinematheque Theatre, 1131

Howe St. Time: 7:30p.m. Admission: FREE!
Phone: 736-8750 for more information.

FOCUS B.C.: A NEWSLETTER SUPPORTING
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
If you are interested in receiving this FREE
monthly newsletter focusing on sustainable
development in B.C. send your name and address
with a request to be placed on their mailing
list to:
fSustainable Development Communications
Project
334-1367 West Broadway,
Vancouver, B.C. V6H 4A9
Phone: 737-3058

This issue of the newsletter is printed on
100% recycled paper! From now on we will

be using this paper exclusively.

9If you are interested in obtaining the same
recycled paper for your own use you can find
it at: East Side Data Graphics, 1460 Commer-—
cial Dr. (255-9559). Cost is $10.92 for a
package of 500 sheets. Envelopes are 10¢ ea.
The paper is supplied by Paperchoice a Van-
couver company (253-4611).

EDITOR: Christine Hanrahan 464-3744
ASSISTANT EDITOR: Marjorie Griffin 942-5326



